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Thoſe in Caithneſs paid what contributions 
were defired ; but word was brought from 
the Ifles, that Jon, one of their Kipgs, 
had revolted to the King of Scots. But, 
not long after, Magnus Ki z of Man, and 
Dugal one of the Kings of the Iſles, came 
and waited + upon him, in his progreſs 
through a great many iſlands, whole Names 
(being quite different in the journal left. us 
of this expedition, from thoſe, we give 
the. n) I cannot expreſs. At length, even 
King Jon came to him, and b ged he 
would excuſe him, if he had made his ſub- 
miſhon to, and peace with the King of 
Scotland, in regard that he held. more of 
that Prince, than of the crown of Nopway,; 
and he was willing, King Haco Would 
diſpoſe of his lands in the Iſles, in favout 
of any body he pleaſed. But Hao 
thought fit to detain him for ſometime, by 
himſelf, in hopes to , regain, him to his 
ſervice ; and, in the mean time, had ad- 
vice ſent him from King Dugal, who, t- 
ether with the King of Man, had been 

2 with 50 ſail, to ſcour the ſeas; 
and take in ſome of the Iſles that Margad 
and Exgus, two governors of the King af 
Scotland, of I know not what iſlands, 
would ſurrender them, and bring ina. 1090 
oxen, for the uſe of the army, upon con- 
dition, that, when peace ſhould be. conclu- 
ded, the King of Norway would take care 
that they might be comprehended in it, 
and reſtored to the fayour of their Aer 
i n 


(, a9 
tp ich was accordingly agreed 
By 1315; means, both the Cumbras, 


Rudrius, Who pretended to à hereditary 


ly forfeited and out-lawed by. rhe Kir 
Kerl NG! whoſe territories: and 
jects he diq on this. SERALDN,: A, fes 51 
of wiſchief, beck 

While Haco was thus buſils employed 
n reducing the Abude, meſſengers came 
o him from Ireland inviting him over to 


oncerning which, he ſent one Sigurd, an 


d with preſents and carefſes; who on his 
Wide promited to be inftrumental in n bring 
ad. This laſt had, frequently ſent, me(- 
Wc2gers:to Haco, ſometimes . Dominicans, 
Wometimes Minorites, with overtures tend- 
a to.an accommodation; and he had like- 
ie ſent to the court of Scotland, Gibbert, 
q ſiſhop of Hamar, and Henry, biſhop. of 


he Orkneys, with three more Perſam of 
zuality, for the; fame purpoſe, !, 


33145 


Theſe : AtnbaGladors reported that 
ing of Scotland had Nee them ki 


reaſonable: terms: the terms were, that 


I W but that Arran, Bute, 


Tbelieve, fubmitted to invaders; and Bute 
was alſo ſubdued, by the treachery of. one 


right, to that iſland, and had been kg 


that country, upon certain conditions; | 


Iſlander, to treat with the natives, At 
the ſame-time, he diſmiſſed King, Jon, load- 


g about\ a peace with the King of 2 | 


y, and that he ſeemed not averſe . 81 : 
be Out-Iſles ſhould continue in the hands 


and 


— a —_ —— 
— 
1 


1 . 
1 1 


e 
and the Cumbras ſhould be returned to the 
crown of Scotland. Uf pon 2 a; truce 
was agreed to, and plenipot = ntlaries ham. 
ed on both ſides, V t *actordingfly 
ſomewhere in Scotland; but the terms 
propoſed were ſtill the fame, and fuch as 
the 1 1 ork would not accept of: be- 
ſiges; Haco was 'mide to under ſtand, that 
the Fs were drawing together in g - 

numbers, and perſuaded to ſend oe 
bein, a Knight, to the King of Sd 
with his Jetters-patent, concerning the 
truce; and orders to- tell him, that he 
might eome himſelf with his whole army; 
upon the head of which, articles thould! be 
adjuſted between them, Pamicably,"if 
ble; if not, with the ſword; and to the 
advantage of whoever ĩt ſhould: pleaſe God 
to favour with victory. Kolbein reported, 
that the King of Scotland ſeemed difi 
to uccept of the laſt part of the alternative, 
but that he had given him noi poſſtive an- 
ſwer. Upon this, the Norwegians renewed 
their hoſtilities ; the Kings Magnus and 
Dugal, were again detached with 60 _— 4 
anda numerous land army, who, while they 
laid waſte all Lorn and Lochaber; Allan the 
brother of King Dugal; made a defcrut in 
the low-lands, and ravaged'a large trict of 
the country, from the weſt to theeaſt; but 
loſt ten ſhips, at a plate my Aareal. 
Skipafiord. Nor was the grand .army 
more fortunate, a terrible ſtorm aroſe on 
the 30th of September; the whole fleet 
| 24 54 Was 
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was ſhaftered, the King's own ſhip driven 
from anchor, and himſelf obliged, with 
great hazard, to go in a boat to a neigh- 
bouring Ifland, one of the Cumbras, no 
doubt. The Scots obſerving this, came 
in great numbers to the ſhore, plundered 
thoſe ſhips the ſtorm had forced upon it, 
and killed the men they found on board; 
but they defended themſelves bravely: and 
to reſcue them, the next day, King 
Haco landed, at or near the Largis; 
Wand commanded Augmund Krackidantz 
to ſeize upon a riſing ground in the netgh- 
bourhood ; which that officer had no foor:- 
er done, but he ſaw the whole Scots army 


* le approaching with diligence. It conſiſted 
God We! soo bore, admirably well armed and 
ted. inely clothed, and of an uncertain, but 
poſed great number of foot, with bows and 


[pears, and it was ſaid, that the King hitn- 
elf was upon the head of it. The num- 
Per of the Norwegians, that were upon 
Whe land, did not amount to above 800 
ien; and with theſe, King Haco would 
Wave ſtaid, notwithſtanding the mighty 
power he had to encounter, had not the 
We rcat- men about him, more ſolicitous for 
his ſafety than their own, in a manner 
ompelled him to return to the fleet. —: 
But his men could not fo eaſily get off, 


5 5 they were inſtantly attacked by the Scots, 
A on.” numbers eight to one of the Norwegians: 
get and no wonder if they were for the maſt 


part cut to pieces, though, ſays my au- 
| — Rn -* 
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thor, while the fight laſted, more of the 
enemy were killed than of them, but how 
many the, Norwegians could, not 'gueks, 
by reaſon that their ſlain were inſtant] 
taken up by their countrymen, and tranſ- 
ported to an adjacent wood. . 

The king of Norway was heartily 
grieved to ſee his ſubjects thus miſerably 
ſlaughtered; and - 5g rather, becauſe i 
was not in his power to ſend freſh ſuccours 
to the land, to ſupport them, or my 
them off, Bur the next day, heſent tho 
that took up their. dead bodies, and 
brought them on board the fleet, parti- 
pj thoſe of Haco Stein, and 
* horgils Gloppa, two captatas of his life- 
guard, and five more perſons of quality, 

whoſe long Teutonic names, as they are not 
eaſy to pronounce, ſo it is needleſs to in- 
ſert. This done, he thought fit to tagk 
about, and ſet ſail for the out iſles, in one 
of which, he had the pleaſure to be again 
invited to Ireland; the natives of that 
country being willing to entertain him 
and his whole army, during the winter; 
if he would but undertake to free them 
from the Engliſh yoke. He had done it 
with all his heart, but his nobles were of 
a contrary opinion, and the winds were 
not favourable. He therefore appointed 
governors over the Iſles he had fubdued, 
(and he had ſubdued all the territorie: 
formerly. annexed to the crown of Norway, 
by his predeceſſor Magnus Barefoot) in { 


much, 


: 


* 


fied; that Buchanan, and other Scots hiſ- 
torians, ſhould” ſay, that he did nothing 
conſiderable. Indeed, I think he did not, 


had not ſo eaſily parted, not only with his 


bras, but alſo with Man, and the Abuda. 

King Haco got back to the Orkneys, 
with great difficulty, and no ſmall loſs of 
his men and ſhipping, even according to 
the journal drawn up, probably by ſome 
bout him. When at Kirkwall, where he 
eſolved to winter in the epiſcopal palace, 
Wafter having appointed quarters for his 


Whips, in different Iſlands that owned his 
Wuthority, he fickened, and being extreme- 
Wy ſpent with fatigue, and by croſs acci- 
Wlcnts' perplexed, kept his bed three weeks; 
gen ſeemed to convaleſce, walked through 
he palace, went to the chapel, and viſited 
he church, and ſhrine at St Magnus; but 
Ihe third day grew worſe, took his bed 
gain: and to recreate his mind, cauſed 
is Chaplains to read latin books to him, 


eaſon of the application they requir | 
ae was unable to give, he ordered tlie 
aſtory of the Kings of Norway, his prede- 


itorie 7aifdane the Black, to be brought and read 


2rway, o him. But ſtill his malady increaſed; _ 
) .in ſi 2d in a few days, after he had made his 


much, * d eren. RET ol, 


% 


much, that my author is hugely diſfatiſ- 


elſe his ſon and ſucceſſor, King Magnus 


new acquiſitions Bute, Arran, and the Cum. 


army, and convenient harbour for hi 


which not ſufficiently gr waar e, fs} 
, A 


effors, done in the Norwegian tongue by 


\ 

| 

| 
5 
i 

| 
of 
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e 
ꝛwill, given legacies to all about him, 
and received extreme unction, and the o- 
ther ſacraments of the then church, he 
died, the ſucceeding; day to the feaſt of 
St. Lucy the Virgin, in preſence of three 
biſhops, one albor, ſeveral -churchmen, ' 
and a great many of the principal officers 
of his houſehold and army; who all re- 
| 2 the death of one the braveſt, and 
beft Sovereigns Norway could boaſt of. 
And it was obſerved, that on the ſame 
day king Haco expired, à fon and heir 
was born to king Alexander, as if provi- 
dence had deſigned tp gladden this laſt, by- 
a doubie bleſſing at once, the death of 


-<nemy, and birth of a ſnnn 
- Great rejoicings - * were made all oyer 
Scotland, and as great preparations for 
proſecuting the war; Alexander the Lord 
High Steward, aud John Cummin, were 

| ſent with a competent force to reduce the 
Iſle of Man; its petty King Magnus made 
4, vigorous reſiſtance, but ſubmitted at 
length, and obliged himſelf to furniſh the 
king of Scots with 13 long boats, and 500 
men; as often as required. The fame 
Alexander Stuart, together with the 
Earls of Athole, March and Carric, and the 
Thanes of Argyle and Lennox, had orders 
to tranſport their reſpective followers to 
the Out-Iſles, all whith they conquered, 
and reannexed to the crown of Scotland. 
though not without great oppoſition 27 
ax 1556489 5346 2539 21 X Db 6H: 7 
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by the Norwegi as Add öme of * 
he Iſtanders in 9 Moſt of 
hoſe were put to the Vor; and the ma. 
ority of the inhabitants, by chis means, 
delivered from a foreign — W e 
etutned to thè allegiance 
ots had paid th tlie Kings of erden 
heir natural ſovereigns. 
In the mean time, King Magi e | 
V. had ſucceeded in the Norweigian 
rone; Who, as oon as he had recetyed - 
a done the laſt duty at Bergen, to die 
, ps of his royal füther, by advice of the 
nate, ſent ambaſfadors to Scotland, to 
ut ah end to the controverſy, and un- 
tal war; the Kings of Norway had to 
ge at ſuch a diſtance, with the then 
Wore powerful, at leaſt in money, and no. 
$ warlike Kings of Scotland. The os | 
ed, what before had been ſoughrof 
400; by up theit maſter's claim to 
es of Arran, Bute, Sc. proyided he 
ht Wir enjoy tlie Abudee. But now 
We face of afflirs were altered, Haco was 
. e 'was at a diſtance; the Scots 
& gained a battle, ahd maſtered the ter- 
dries prerendecd to, beſides, they were 
aſtomed' to war, could draw 4 land 
my in 4 few weeks into the field, And 
id a fleet ready to hut to ſea, as ſoon as 
cellary; whereas the Norwegian army 
d been for the moſt part cut off, and 
eir fleet | in a great. a deſtoyed.— 
pag; ö N * .C 2366, k— 50 MEL cet 
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Wherefore King Alexander would.give. no 
ear to ſuch terms of accominadation ; he 
' would needs have the Norw 


and probably had alſo demanded there ſti- 
tution of Shetland and the Orkneys, had 


fuſion, and his affiſtance nedeſſary to keep 
his father-in-law, Henry che third, upon 


the Friday followings, the feaſt of St Peter 
and St P aul * * t Was as agreed at Perth, 
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and nobility on the one fide, and by Atk- 
| alin, Chancellor of Norway, and Andreas, 
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King of Norway, on che other, that 
henceforth the kings or kingdom of 


called Sodorenſes or Æbuda, nor to that of 
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ians to give 
up their pretentions to all the Abude, 


not the affairs of England been in con- 


his tottering throne. This ſeems the more Mee 
credible; becauſe that Prince did all he 
could to mediate a. pezce,. which, never - 
rheleſs was not conclu 64 till two years 
afterwards, viz. in Anno 1266, When, an 


by King 1 the third of Scotland, 
perſonaly preſent, rogether with his clergy 


a Baron, in name of Magnus the fob, 


Norway ſhould lay no claim to the iſlands 


Man; but that they ſhould for ęver remain 


in the poſſeflion of and belo os do the Kings 2 
of Scotland, with all Fob ſervices, 


purtenances, rents, rights, &c, That 


inhabitants thereof ſhould not be moleſted 
in their rights and heritages, granted to fre 
IP by the Kings of N. Dn nor _ an 
reelle m: 


$5 1. 


See the a page 199—Tle 
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relled for any thing, they had done in fa- 
vour of the ſaid Kings; but be henceforth. 
governed by the laws of Scotland, as natu- 
rab ſubjects of the fame, unlefs any of chem 
ould think fit to remove aud reſide elſe- 
where, in which caſe, they were not to be 
hindered. On the other hand, as an e- 
uivalent fot this renunciation, King 
Alexander öbliged himſelf, and his ſuc- 
cefſors, to pay 4000 marks, at four dif- 
erent” terms, ' with a yearly rettibution, 
vr penſon-6f 100, to the King 
way; ant his ſucceſſors" for ever. To 
ake this peace the more ſolid and laſting, 
the Lady Margaret, the eldeſt daughter of 
Alexander, 1 gh as pet but one year 
promi e to Edtick, 
| — Dev: Hb all him, Han- 
| the for! and apparent heir of Mag- 
-alſ6-an” infant at the time, and 
tecordingly this matrimonial contract 
Www 2s" afterwards ratified ; and Edrick, 
Whis proxy; married" the "Priticefs at R 
2 urgh,! nde en of Joly, m281 
The king and W of” Scotland 
= ad — rot a concern about the Aunmal 
wh Theſe 5 were matters of very great im- 
portance, upon which 1 ſhall take the 


ted to freedom to enlarge; (ſays Dr Abercromby) 
qu and 1 hope the digreſſion, which I muſt 
| makefor that purpoſe, will not be thought 

5 vnimpertinent, or uſeleſs; the rather, be- 
* caule no Scots author has as yet given any 
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| rolerablearogunt of that part of our hi 
tory. What means all, or moſt of the 
iſlands hs ge the ancient kingdom 
of Scotland ere torn, from it, in or ſoon 
after the reign of Malcolm Canmore; who 
died anno 1093, I have related at large 
in the preceęding part of this n 
1 have alfo related. by what means +, and 
upon what terms the weſtern or out iſles, 
1 y called Abudæ, and; rhe Je f 
were recovered in 1266, 8 Alex 


ander III. king 2 88 from Magnus 
= IV. of N Prey, ſame treaty was 
ratified by their rs -twiee ;; fit in 


6 a 7 5 by ae the I. and Ha- 
uin the <1. of Fee aßter, Viz in 1436 
| by James che 1... and Etic 


of Pomerania, king. bt Venen. — 


3 conditions; being fill 
the ſame; and one of them was, that, aan 
„ for the renunciation of theſe 
ands, made. by the kings of Norway to 
"I of Scotland, the n — 
the former, a yearly penſion of too marks 
in all times coming; and _ penſion, 
which ſhould. have been every year 
during the octave of the T of: St. John 
Baptiſt, in the cathedral} church of St. 
ae,, at Dre wa ms The An- 
6. v2 E. Aan OT ua 
1d Tl iTWfs Hue. Rerum Orcalins Za dit 
Anno 1697. +47! prog: dats. eee (291 
1 Teid, page TI=72. a 


8 7570. page 72. 
A Thid, page 55. 
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vual of Norway 


in the treaty, by which the kings of Nor- 
way reſerved to themſelves the property _. 


and dominion of the more northern iſles of - 
Orkney and Shetland, which they govern- 
ed, as a part of their kingdom, by Nor- 
wegian laws; and into which they intro- 
duced the Norwegian dialect, which to 
this day is known and ſpoken by ſome of 
the inhabitants. Nor do I find that the 
kings of Scotland did ever, after this 
treaty had been firſt agreed to, offer to 
revive their claim to theſe parts; though 
it were no hard taſł to demonſtrate, from 
many monuments of antiquity, and from 
the teſtimony even of Roman authors, 
that they were conſidered as Britiſh iſlands, 
oy Julius Agricola, who is ſaid by Tacitus 
o have been firſt of the Romans who diſ- 
covered and ſubdued them about the year 
of our Lord 81; and that the Ultima 
7-4/2, probably Shetland, was in the days 
of Honorious and. Stilicho, inhabited by 
the Picts, in whoſe right the Scots came 
Watterwards to poſſeſs them. All this may 
be gathered, not only from Tacitus, but 
from the following verſes of Juvenal and 
— —— —— Arma quidam ultra 
Littora Juvernę promovimus, et modo caplas | 
Orcades, de ninimu contentos nod Britannos,” 
And. GG Trcaluit Picterum ſanguine Thulo 
deotorum cumulo, flevit glacialis Ierns. 
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iT he. Picts were then in Sherland, * 
the Scots upon the continent in Strathern-; 
for I have elſewhere ſhewed that Ierne in 
this place can by no means ſignify Ireland, 
and have alſo explained the meaning of 
- what the ſame author lays. of me __ 

via. Tha Bag: b 181 


| ———— Madweruit Saxons fol | 
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But ſhould ĩt be gronteck; what the ons 
ons. {and this is perhaps the fuſt time that 
we 3 of their name) lid then inhabit 
the iſlands of Orkney, it does not follow, 
but that they held them of the Picts or 
Scots, in conjunction with whom they 
fought againſt Stilicho, the Roman gene- 
ral, or his lieutenants; 'befides, the Sax- 
ons and Norwegians were not the ſame 
andi if ths Pitts or Scots. poſſeſſed 
> iſlands, as by their very ſituation, 

and vicinity to 4, or Scotland, it 
appears they ks. ber: the Norwegians 
and Danes, who man years afterwards 
uſurped not only them, but alfo the Æbu- 
dce, a great part of Ireland, and all Eng- 
land, it is plain that the kings of Scotland 
had very good reaſon to endeavour. their 
recovery; and that they did. it from time 
to time, beforethe concluſion of the treaty 

between Alexander the III. and Magus 
the IV. Thotfæus himſelf does not deny, 
nay, he is ſo poſitive * about the 
year 


* Duma Torfœl, n 


„„ 


ioo reſort to thoſe illands, at chat time fo 
- miſerably waſted and depapulared by for. 


Earl of Orkney, by Haquin, King of For- 
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and Baron, aud declared. none within, hi 
ceiving them, but the children of Kings, 
and Earls of Orkney. This double pre- 
elair, Earl of Orkney, and Lord of Roſlin, 
oath of allegiance, and paid homage to his 


way and Swedeland, and to be obliged, 
„ Firſt, To be ready to ſerve the 


_ <6, with 100 good men, well armed, ax 


three months advertiſement, pro 


5 defend the-Ifles of Orkney and Shetland, 
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mer inſults, that they were become ſo 
many deſerts. And it is obſervable, that 
the year before, Henry Sinclair, Baron 
of Roſlin, had been made governot of 
them, Who, in 1379, was not only con- 
firmed in his government, but alſo made 


way and Sweden; an honour, ſo much 
r, becauſe ä in 1308, Haco the 


the greate 
V. had abrogated the tiples both of Earl 


kingdom of Norway to be capable of re- 


ferment, was not to be obtained without 
conditions; and therefore . Henry Sin- 
acknowledged himſelf to have taken an 
moſt clement Lord Haquin, King of Nor- 


«ſaid King, bis heirs and ſucceſſors, 
often as he ſhould be required; upon 
vided 


the King would maintain them at his 
on charges, as ſoon as they ſhould 
„comme to his preſence.” Second, To 
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7 Boeth Buchan, &c. vit Alex, 3d. 
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« in caſe of chir being aracked by.any fo- 


that could he raiſed within: theſe; iſlands, 
but alſo;with;the whole ſtrength. cf his o- 
« ther friends ani ſeqvants, whole aſſiſtanoe 


« of N pct ge, think. fit. to attack any 
foreign ſtate or kingdom. Thirdiy, 


„ fortrefſes.-within, 259 0 without; the.ex- 
W-< pros: con ſent ot the ſaid King F ourthly, 


* thereof in all cheir quſt rights, laws;and 
227 4085 lubje& to the 
upon 


« hberties: 
« Jaws of /Ngrway: and te attend 


e. guired, eber — hi i 
* general; allemblics; : 20 afbft) U 
Dis wars. Suxthly, We 
private compact or bend with the Ri- 
+ ſhop of Orkney, without oonſent of he 
and ti e to the King 
„if need be. 


Ang, 
©: im oppoſition to łhe biſhop 


fgid Ring and his heirs, in caſe the faid 
Earl of Orkney ſhould. chance to die 


ad that his children, though heirs-male, 
fbould not enter upon the fucceſhon 


the faid King. Eightly, To pay to the 
0 Os Gs in * uniſberg, at che 85 28 


e reign power, dot only with all the forces 


«c he alſo promiſed to afford, in gaſe the King | 


„To protect and maintain the inhabitants 


the perſon ef the id King when. 4 


&« [without -heirs-male; of his own body; 


«« Not toãmpignorate or alienate any part 
46 of the aid iſtands, nor build caſtles or 


i no 


Seventhly, To reſign the (aid; Earldom 8 
and goverment into the hands of the 


0 without the conſent and good will of _ 


F . 
# 


Nn 


Ty 146 Manas next, the ſutn of ca 
e nobles of gold, Englim moneys Laſtly, 
Lai prevail wich his couſins” 5 5 
<<" Alexatider de Leard, to give up 
e theit pretentiens to the ſaid" Fattdon 
& and Tiles: And that this obligation, 
which was drawn up at 8 ml on the 
ſecond Day of Auguſt; 9, might not 
be eluded, Vite. Bick 5 f St. An- 
drews; Walter „Biſhop of C SP bow, Wil. 
| Ham ben of Diels; George," Fark of 
March, Patrick de Hepburn, * Alexander 
de Talibe ton; George de Abernethy, 
William de. Rarkfay, | obertide” Dalziel, 
and John de Edminſton, Knights, became 
eautioners for the Earl of Orkney, «whb all 
the — eee 
FF | (perhaps M nald) Malifius 
David Creighton; and fore; orhers3:thoult 
remain in Norway, not not as cautioners only, 
but alſo as es; till the tranſaction 
_ mould be completed, as: em mop: 
Jong vefoes ch W tec 73885 when Henry 
Sinclair, as Ear kney; next to the 
Archbiſhop, and before: all the other 
Biſhops and Senators 'of the Kingdom, 
ſubſoribed to a recognition of Eric of Po- 
merania, whom they unanimouſly owned 
to be the lawful heir of the kingdom of 
Norway. The next year, the ſame recog- 
nition was made in a convention of the 
. een e ener. But in 
Ark, 1391, 
> See we wats eres Treaty tal regen 
rage 199. 
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CC 35 . OL 
391, ho kAled Malifius Sperre, and feven. 
\chers in Shetland, for which/it is probable | 
lat he was forfeited, at leaſt that he loſt 
he government of Orkney: for I find that 
ais ſucceſſor paid homage to che ſume 
4 that in 1442, Themas Biſbop--of = 
Orkney was made governo thereof: bur 
> was. ſuccegded the very next Fearaby! 
David Meyner, or Menzies, of: Weener 
de Wine) a Scots gentleman; who“ o 
iged himſelf to goverg theſe iſlands with 
ſtice; and honour,” undes his Hoeſt cle 
ent Lord and Lady Eric and Phillippia ; 
| ing and Quekn of Denmark, Swedeland\ 
nd Norway. His cautioners were the above 
zentioned Thomas de Tholach, Biſhup of 
rkney, and Walter Frazer! Much about” 
| 11s time, King James the firſt,” of Scot- 
nd, being freed: from his long and un- 
aft: captivity in England, King Eric ſent 
mbaſſadors to him, with orders to dn 
ratulate him upòn that occaſion;; as alſo 
d.crave: the ammal of Norway, Which for 
long time before (how long I know dt) 
not been paid. King James, as he 
a: very wife prince, thought fir to give 
dme ſatisfaction to King Eric in that at- 
r; and accordingly,” by his commiſſion 
ated at Edinburgh, the sth of May, 
426, he appointed Sir William Erichton 
Crichton, Chamberlain, My William 
oulis Provoſt of thei collegiate church of 
othwel, his almbner,” and Thomas de 
Erd r 


p 


l a _ - 
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3 Pomerania, with ordbrs:to compoſe all 


- tween themſelves and their reſpectivt das; 
minions. Theſe Ambafladors had all the 


ſucceſs in their 


tenth of July, in the very ſame terms on 


Alexander the Third, and Magnus che 


and Haquin the fifth, ſo that the Ki 
Scotland remained in the peageable po 
ſion of the Æbudœ, but wete bound to 
the crown of Norway, as they did, or 
chis treaty between the two Kings, made 
way for the re ſtorat ion of the Earls of Ork - 


thoſe iſlands; ſo! that in 1438, William 


whichihis grandfather Henry had former- 
ly agreed, bim 0 ae 
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Crafton; his ſhield- bearer,/ co go with "3 

character of Ambaffadorꝭ col the court»of- 

his moſt dear ectfin Eric: King of »Den- 

mark, Swedeland, and Norway, and Duke 


differences ant -obeaſiohs: of :difcords he- 


negociation that could be 
wiſhed for; the arrears due to tlie cron 
of Norway were remitted, and the treaty 
was renewed at Berghen in Norway, on the 


which it had been concluded of old, by 
fourth, and confirmed by Robert the firſt 


aa 


pay the annual penſion of 100 marks. to 


ht to have done before. The good cor. 
ndence that enſued upon” finiſhing; of 


to the goyernment and poſſeſſiom of 


e e e ee eee 

Eric, ta wWom he paid homage;! 
Sent tea, and undertook to govern the 
iſtands *the very ſame conditions to 


forrreſsnwhith tus I, 
* & Kir Kk · 
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Kirkwall, it ſeems, without the king of 
Norway's conſent, to the preſent Erie or 
his heirs. He alſo found Cautioners, and 
gave hoſtages for the king's farther ſecu- 
tity.” The cautioners were, Henry, bi- 


ſhop of Aberdeen; Robert, biſhop of 
Caithneſs ; Archibald, Earl of Douglas ; 
William, Earl of Angus; George, Earl 
of March; William Cork, and Alexander 
Ramſay, Knights; John Sinclair, and 
Andrew. Keith, Efquires, - The hoſtages 
were, Thomas Siticlair, David Mundtore, 
Alan Beton, Alexander Brown, Robert 
Beny, , and John Harold, Eſquires. 
This William Sinclair, being thus repoſ- 


ſeſſed of that noble inheritance, obtained 


an order, from king Eric, to Thomas, 
biſhop of Orkney, and others of the 
clergy, commanding them to inſpect the 
archieves or records of the country; and 
_ them give an account af the rat 
ereditary right to the ernment of it. 
marr Ps. ths: Foul deduced his 
right from Maliſius, Earl of Strathern, 
Caithneſs and Orkney, whoſe-daughter- 
was married to Willia.n Sinclair, the fa- 
ther of Henry; and that of Malifius from. 
Turfinus, Earl of Caithneſs, by donation 
from Malcolm, a Ling of Scotland, whoſe 
dchild he was by his mother, and 
1 of Orkney, becauſe lincally deſcend- 
ed from Roginald, the firſt Earl of Ork- 
ney, who affiſted the firſt King of Norway”. 
to conquer [thoſe iſlands, then called 
„„ wr Pecht- 
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by whom, they were inhabited; a proof L 


| Henry 


for they 


| death, the Earldom returned to his mo- 
| ther, "who outlived his ſon, and dying, 
left it to 


Robert the I. king 

the Sinclairs, ms h Earls o "Orkney, 
Were not likewiſe Earls of, Caithneſs, till 
James the II. 

Earl William, in 
| Sn to the Lordſhip of Niſdale. Dr 


which to me is a little ſurprizing, becauſe 
5 a record which I- have juſt'now,;by me 
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Pechtland, from the nation of the Pigs, 


take it, of what I have aflerted, viz. that 
the iſlands of Orkney and, Shetland did 
originally . belong to 1 8050 Picts, and by 
conſequence were, or ought, to have Sh 
a part of the kingdom o Scotland... 12 
biſhop and his clergy ſeem td differ from 
Torfæus in ſome things, concerning 
the 1. of the Sinclairs, who, in 

right of his mother; obtained the Ea 
de, and government. of thoſe Iflands; 
fay, that inſtead of his having 
unjuſtly killed ſome. of the inhabitants, 
he himſelf. was lain, by his enemies in 
defence of the country, and that upon his 


Earl William his grandfather. 
They add, that the-Earldom'of Caithneſs 
was fold by Alexander de Ard, the ſon of 
another daughter of, Earl Maliſius, to 
of Scotland; fo that 


gave this laſt title to 7 
in compenſation of his 


allace has inſerted the above eee 
of the biſhop. and clergy of Orkne 
deſcription... of. the Mlands_ of Fan, 


en e APPEAR: to be 
Senu- 
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genuine "from the concurring accounts 

iven by Torfæus, is a full confutation of 
ſeveral very great miſtakes into which the 
Doctor has fallen; as when. he ſays, 
„That Magaus, king fir L's rway, gave 


% up to Alexander the ing of 9 01 


„land, all che right that he Sold 
„tend to the ifles of Orkney and 8 * 


« land; that Orkney being in this man- 
© ner recoverẽd from the ands of the 


% Danes and Norwegians, it continued 


cc ever after. annexed to the crown of 
« Scotland; that King Alexander gave 


« the property of it to a- nobleman fir- 
boy nafned Heire; that Elizabeth Speire, 


“ the daughter of Magnus: Speire, Earl 
c of . Caithneſs," Orkaey and- Zetland, 
« was married to Sir William Sinclair, 
and that her fon, called alſo William, 
«was triade Earl 0 ney and Zetand 
4 by King David F ruce;” of all which 
there is Hot one word true, But to return 
to the hiſtory. bs | 

While Earl, William . Orkney, 


. Chriſttan the I. ſucceeded to the northern 


crowns, and, as king of Norway, wrote 
to James the II. King of Sootland, com- 
plaining that the Faß penſion Tas by the 
crown of Scotland for the ifland of Man, 
and the Fbuder, had not been paid du. 
ring the ſpace of 26 years by-pail, and 


craving the of 43,000 marks, to 
5 72 by his computation, the arrears 


penalty did amount. He ended his 
1117 "Es 
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letter with ſome menaces, in caſe of a re- 

fuſal; and indeed it appears that hoſtili- 
ties were actually committed. But Chrif- 
oF tian, as powerful a prince as he was, had 
no mind to engage himſelf in a war with 

Scotland. He therefore made his appli- 

cation to Charles, king of France, . who 

being a confederate both of Scotland and 


Denmark, he hoped would take upon him 
Accordingly 
iendly meet- 


i 


King Charles appointed à fr 
ing of the Scots and Daniſh, or Norwe- 
gian Ambaſſadors, to be held in Paris, in 
1457; but before the time fixed for that 


to decide the controverſy. 
i 


| 'congreſs, Chriſtian was adviſed that a 


body of Scots had landed in one of his 
iſlands of Orkney, where they ſeized upon 
_ - rich ſhip, belonging to his ſubjects, 
which they carried away, together with 
the whole crew, and one Biorn, his go 


af France, 


3 +73 gence, he wrote to the king 
5 | baſſadors to the congreſs. appointed, till 
he ſhould firſt know whether he was to 


' 

| þ 

KB meet with the Scots as friends or enemies, 
| | and craving that reparation might be made 


tor the late injury done to his governor of 
the iſland. K | 
that he very well knew that the Scots 
would keep the appointment, in order to 

an accommodation. In 1460, the Daniſh 

_ _ ambaſſadors, Canute, biſhop of Viburgen, 
and Mr Daniel Siepkend, a canon; and 


* 


vernor of the iſland. Upon this intelli- 


ifying that he could not fend his am- 


ing Charles made anfwer, 
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chancellor of Denmark, attended the 
king of France, at Bourges in France, 
where alſo appeared John de Moniſon, 
Seigneur de Congreſſault, and Fuliard, 
2 captain of the guards, as ambaf. 
ſadors for the king of Scotland. Theſe 
laſt deſired that the original treaty 
between the- kings of Scotland and Nor- 
way, of which the former had but a copy, 
might be produced. The Daniſh ambaſ- 
ſadors urged that their copy was ſufficient, 
and if the Scots thought otherwiſe, 
they might ſhow their own duplicate of 
the agreement. The Scots ſaid, that it 
was in the hands of the biſhop of Sr. 
Andrews, who being on his road to 
the French court, had fallen ſick at 
Burges in Flanders. The king of France 
told them both, that wich ſeeing the. 
original contract, which ought to have 
been tranſmitted either from Scotland or 
Denmark, he could not pretend to give 
his opinion upon the matter; but that he 
thought the controverſy might be taken 
away in the manner he had already propo- 
fed by his letters to both the Kings his 
allies, that is, by a marriage between the 
prince of Scotland, and Margaret, the 
daughter of king ' Chriſtian. The Scots 
ambaſſadors Rked the propoſat very well, 
but moved that the annual of Norway . 
might be remitted for ever, and that the 


iſtands of Orkney and Shetland might alfo 


be Yielded to - crown of Scotland, in 
D 3 "Leu 
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lieu of a portion with the royal bride; de- 


ſiring likewiſe, that towards ſupplying her 


with clothes, jewels, and ſuch other orna- 
ments as became her quality, the king of 
Demark would advance, the ſum of ro, ooo 


crowns. In return to all which, they ſaid, 
the king their maſter, would ſettle ſuch 
a jointure upon her as ſhould be agreeable: 


to the king her father. The Daniſh am- 


baſſadors replied, that they had no inſtruc- 
tions concerning ſuch a match, but that 
they ſhould acquaint their maſter with the 
overturn that had been made. In the 
mean time, news came from Scotland, of 


King James the II. death; upon which 


the King of France, and all his counſellors, 
as well as the foreign ambaſſadors, who 


were then at his court, namely, the car- 


dinal of St. Euſebius, the biſhop of Con- 


ſtance, Andrew de Leval, Marſhal of 
France, the Earl of Malurier, the Chan- 


chellor, &c. unanimouſly declared, that 
in their opinion the marriage. was ad iſe- 


able, and that, till it could be concluded, 


a truce. between the two kingdoms was 
neceſſary. 


Thus * ſee that the Daniſh 3 had | 


been long in the view, both of Scots and 


foreigners; but nothing was done in it 
till this year 1468, when king James the 
III. being then about fourteen years of 


age, and having been very much impor- 


tuned ſince his acceſſion to the throne, by 
the preſſing inſtances of the king of Den- 
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mark, to. make payment of the Annual of 
Nortoay, returned this anſwer to a letter 
which he had received to the ſame pur- 


ſe: bf 0 559 8 | 

E That he defired nothing more than _ 
« to cultivate a ſecure and laſting peace 
« with his Daniſh Majeſty, both their 
« predeceflors having always kept a friend- 


cc ly correſpondence, to the great increaſe 2 ; 


6 of the trade and wealth of their reſpec- 
tive ſubjects. That as for the penſion 
© mentioned in his majeſty's letter, he 
* knew nothing of it, being as yet, by 
© reaſon of his nonage, unacquainted 
« with many things he was now to en- 
“ quire into; and that his ignorance in 
that reſpe&t was the more excuſeable, 
«© being the penſion had not been paid, 
either by his father or his grandfather. 
© That however, he was reſolved to ſend 
an embaſſy, as ſoon as he could, into 
Denmark, in order to adjuſt and deter- 
mine all matters in debate, and to pro- 
*© Poſe ſuch things as he hoped, would 
* be the foundation of an unalterable 


© friendſhip between them”. | He was as 


good as his word. For, 
He granted a plenipotentiary over and 
commiſſion, dated at Edinburgh the 28th 
of July, to Andrew, biſhop of Glaſgow ; 
William, biſhop of Orkney; Andrew, 
Lord Evendale his chancellor; Mr Mar- 
tin Wan his almoner and coßfeſſor; Gil- 
bert de Rerick, archdean of n s 
vid 


— 


8 T | 

David Crichton of Cranſton, and Joha Wl c 
Shaw, of Haly, his armour-bearersy with 77 
orders to vifit the empire of Germany, the 5 65 
kingdoms of France, England, Spain and 


Denmark, the dukedoms of Burgundy, in 
Britanny and Savoy, and ſuch other coun- eaſt 
tries, in which they had reaſon. to think of i 
that a noble perſon fit to be his wife . 
might, with the conſent of her Muſtrious he 
parents, be obtained.” But this commiſ- But 
fion being too general, and deſigned more 5 
for pomp and ſhow, than that he really Caig 
meant to ſend ambaſſadors to ſo many a. 
different countries, he give them another Fas. 
of the fame date, commanding them to —_ 
repair to the court of king Chriftiern, and * 


there to treat of a match between himſelf 
and Margaret the only daughter ef that 
"monarch. A proſperous gale. carried 
them quickly to Copenhagen, the capital 

city of Denmark, where on the 8th of 


September the marriage was agreed to, 
upon the following terms, iſt, That the fair 
Annual of Norway ſhould be for ever re- bot! 
mitted and extinguiſhed; © 2dly, That beir 
king Chriſtiern ſhould give 60,000 florins read 
of gold for his daughter's portion, whereof ther 


10,000. ſhould be paid before her depar- 
ture from Denmark, and that the iſlands 
of Orkney, ſhould be made over to the 
crown of Scotland, by way of pledge for 

ſecurity of the remainder, with this ex- 
preſs prov, that they ſhould return to 
that of Norway after complete Prue 


— 
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of che Whole ſum... zaly, That king | 
James ſhould, in caſe. of his dying before 
the ſaid Margaret his Apouſe, leave = 
in poſſeſſien of the palace of Linlith 
caſtle of Down in Menteith, wit ol 
their appurtenances, and the third part 
of the OY revenues of the crown, = 
to be enjoyed y her during life, in- caſe 
ſhe ſhould chu e to zeſide in Scotlande— 
But Athly, If ſhe rather inclined to re- 


ſaid life · rent, palace and caſtle, ſhe ſhould 
accept of 120,000. florins of the Rhine, 
from which ſum the 0,000 due for the 
remainder. of her portion being deduced 
and allowed, the iflands of 8 ſhould 


before. sthly, That ſhe -ſhould in no 
caſe or event be allowed to marry an 
Engliſhman, or any ſubject within the 
jurisdiction of England. 1 

In this manner was that important af- N 
fair tranſacted, to the great ſatisfaction of 


being too far advanced, and the ſeas al- 
ready congealed by the rigor of that nor- 
thern climate, it was not poſſible to waft 
ever the royal bride to her huſband's em- 
braces, till the next year 1469; when, at 
the deſire of the Daniſh. king another 
tranſaction was completed. bat prince 
was then engaged in war with the Swedes, 
even then a brave and warlike nation, who 
N what they thought. a e 8 

© 


turn to Denmark, that, in lieu of the 


be reannexed to the crown of Norway, as 


both courts, but the ſeaſon of the year 


: "T5 46 3 
Able and hurtful union Ts their old was” 


enemies and new maſters, the Danes ſtrug- WM with 
gled hard for the recovery of rheir de. and r 


cayed liberties, and ancient luſtre. 10 
ſuppreſs them, King Chriſtiern ſtood in 
need of money, and could not convenient- 
ly pay the 10,000 florins then due, as the 
firſt moiety of his daughter's portion, he 
therefore intreated that the Scots would 

content themſelves with 2000, and offered 

the iſlands of Shetland to be held of the 
crown of Scotland, as thoſe of Orkney, by 
way of pledge, till che remaining go 

5 Sad be paid. The Scots were not un- 

Willing to gratify their new ally in that 

| particular, and ſo the iſlands of Shetland 

were made over to their maſter, with the 
reſeryations above · mentioned, at Copen- 
Hagen, the 1oth of May; 51459, Scots 
authors Lay, at leaſt inſinuate, that cheſe 
reſervations were taken away,” upon dhe 
birth of King James the IV. and that the 
Fing of Def, deſirous to expreſs his 


paternal affection, both to his daughter It 
and grandchild, by an authentic deed, Wl crom 
| wh up all the claim he or his predeceſ- the a 
ors, kings of Norway, had to all or any MI 
_of theſe iſlands ; which if it be true, Ork- 4 


ney and Shetland are as unqueſtionably a 
part of Scotland, as Man was before the 

- Engliſh uſurped it, or as the Abudee ſtill 
continue to be. But I wiſh they hadtaken 

a little more pains to inſpect the records, 
ent Which, FOrrernus tells us, that he 
hears 


- 
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hears the original Charter of renunciation 
was preſerved; Whereas” he is PoltIve 
with reſpect to the contract of marriage, 
and muſt needs have . it, as appears 
from the dates of theſe writs. cited and 
referred to by him, which beidg the very 
fame 1 have! ſet down as I foùnd them in 
Forfæus, is an undoubted proof that both 
he and Totfæus ſpeak truth. As for 
Buchanan, he feldem ot neyer Poked into 
any record at all; and ſays no more upon 
the ſubject, but that there are who write 
that the King af Denmark, made over 
in favour of ble grandchild all his right 
to the iſlands in debate; I ſay in debate 
becauſe the Norwegian 'hifforiographer 
contends that they are yet redeemable, 
with how much reäſon, I thall (God wil⸗ 
ling) enquire when J come to write the 
life of James the VI. Who, to put an end 
to that controyetſy, went oer to Den- 
mark im perſon,” and married Anne, 
= he 1 2 Wor the II. King of 
Denmark and Norway. 

It is a loſs to the world, that Dr. Aber | 
eromby died before he could OT: 
the above ogy 44/4 
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HE preient inhabitants divide the WW inſta 
lands of this country, into North by t 
and South. The only remarkable ones of Wl loſt, 
the former are as follow, viz. North Ro- ruin. 
naldſhay, Papa Weſtray, Sanday, Wei- be ! 
tray and Eday. Theſe are the moſt dan - ¶ they 
ous of the north iſles, and often the fave 
deſtruction of a number of merchant WW wear 
ſhips, and their cargoes; and what is man, 
more diſmal, the loſs of numbers of poor W head 
ſeamen; particularly North Ronaldſhay, unde 
and Sanday, where three, four, or five WW word 


veſſels are uſually loſt in a year, and at that 
this very day there are no fewer than for fi 
three or four veſſels lying wrecked on the their 
rocks of Sanday; but there are none at fants 
preſent on North Ronaldſhay, which is 8 no 
thought a wonder. What -a me- conic 
lancholy ſcene muſt it be, to behold mens WM t<110» 
bodies floating on the water, or daſhed 
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to pieces on the chk ally; in * Ji, 
ſeaſon, When the tempeſtuous gales . 


wind, and bad. weather, drive © 


is no ſaving remedy, for. theſe to iſlands, 


Sanday and North Ronalqſhay, are buried 


in the ocean, and the land wel. level with 
the water, the upfortunate mariners are ſud- 


denly wrecked, in the moſt 5 day in 
ſummer, as they are in the midſt violent day 


in winter. What a ſhocking and dreadful 


thing muſt it then be to thoſe poor ſeamen, 


when they are Axdve on iſlands, which 


they have no knowledge of, and every 


inſtant expecting to be waſhea overboard, | 
by the violence of the waves, their ſlip 


loſt, their ſtores and cloathes alrogether 


ruitied 3 and if their own precious, lives 
be faved, (as they very ſeldom are) and 


they come aſhore on theſe iſlands, having 
ſaved nothing but what might cover their 


wearied and fatigued bodies, knowing no 
man, and having no where to lay their 


heads; deſtitute and miſerable, and not 


underſtanding (as is often the caſe) a 


word of the . uſed by the ſtrangers 


that they have to depend on for ſheſter, 


for food, and for raiment; i the days of 
their diſtreſs —and can any of the inhabi- 


tants of theſe iſlands keep ſo hard hearted, 


as not to be ſtirred, up, bog compalſionately 


| conſidet the diſmal circumſtanoes that their 
fellow fuhjects axe in? ſympathy and con- 


Pans ould "firſt introduce thofe ſtran- 


„%% © OB 


. l ; E 
e 
” 8 a7 : 
Fs . 5 


em on 
bis ; ; even the beſt weather in ſummer . 
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gers, and a fellow feeling for their bre; 
thren thus diſtreſſed, ſhould never ceaſe. 
Thank God, there are ſome of the inhahi, 
tants of thoſe iſlands, - who really act x 


- charitable part, to ſome of thoſe perplexeq 


foreigners(thouph many others are of more 
hardenęd diſpoſitio 8, and not caring eyen 
for ch diſtreſs of theit own countrymen, 
more than that of the moſt remote foreign. 
ers) as they ought to do! There is a {a 
cred duty, 1 heny bn mank ind, to by 
charitable one towards another; for fop- 
poling theſe iſlanders were wrecked in the 
countries of theſe foreigners, would not 
they be in the ſame miſerable ſituation? 
and excluded from all- Knowledge 'of the 
countries, or their inhabitants, full *az 
much as foreigners, are, when wregked 
in thele iſlands, were it not that the 
charitable and humane would introdue: 
them, and be kind ta each other; and 
when men ate in diſtreſs, they naturally 
expect ſympathy, even from thoſe whom 
ds 2 have no knowledge of, or ever heard 

And if the inhabitants of theſe places 
bt] not charitable and humane, whit 
then woyld be the cnſequences of - thoſe 
ſufferers? ſurely, they would not ſurvive, 
but die in the open fields, and be expoſed: 
to the ſame miſerable and forlorn hard- 
ſhips, that the brute creation are ex poſed 
to; which no man of any affeftion,' or 
be nor even the moſt barbarous, and 

d hearted people, could behold, with. 
Out 


choly appearance df their fellow creatures, 


2 (though they were heathens)” and be mo- 
xed ed with the deepeſt compaſſion, at ſeeing 
tore their bodies devoured, and eaten up by. 


the fowls of the air. 
Theſe two dangerous iflands are divi- 


riners ; the rapidity. of its tide, and the 


0 when eſcaped from danger in that Firth, 
en they are generally made a ſafe Voyage. 
the The inhabitants of theſe iflands are the 


their not being accuſtomed wit 
the ſerenity of the air, as well as its bei 


I x low lying land, and no hills in it, a 
ally by its being ſurrounded by the ſea on all 
om ns, parts. 2 N . 


py two iſlands, or any thing that they can 
hal make fire of, other than cow dung, baked 
ofe out in the form of peats, and dried by the 
We, at of the ſun; ſea weed, and ſome old 


is their chief firing. The ſoil of both 


ie and clay, producing the earheſt (if not : 
aud che beft) corn and oats_in this country, 
:h- particularly. North Ronaldſhay 2 e 


1111 . 


cot being deeply affeted, at the mielan- - 


ded by the North Ronaldſhay Firth, 
which is the terror of unacquainted ma- 


dangerous coaſts of theſe two iſlands, are 
ſo much thought on by; ſeamen, that 


beſt »looged, and the moſt robuſt in this 
country ;. owing (as it is Tap poten "#0 | 
fire, and 


They have no turf in either of theſe | 


wood of the wrecked ſhips, which laſt, 


lands, is a warm and dry fort of ſand, 


1 


The other three iſlands, particularly 
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Weſtray and Eday, are a little mountain- 


enous ; the latter abounding in ſheep, and 
vaſt quantities of pears (with which 2 


few of the gentry in Sanday are ſupplied) 


the remains of ſome ancient buildings 
sare here to be ſeen, ſuppoſed to have been 
inhabited of old, by Haco, king of Nor. 


way, who is faid to have died in this 
country, and was buried in St. \Magnus 
church, in Kirkwall, the capital of this 


country; and if credit can be given to 


the inhabitants of Weſtray, there have 


been ſeveral. victorious battles fought in 
that iſland, and there is to be found in a 
hill, ſeveral pieces of ancient armour, and 


dug out of the ground at ſundry times, 


— 


by the youths of that ifland. Here ſtand 


the walls of à caftle, of an immenſe bulk, 


and curious workmanſhip; but 1 will not 
pretend to ſay, that I have any knowledge, 


or ever heard of gts ancient poſſeſſions. 


Theſe iſlands are not ſo deſtructwe to veſſels 


(tho? rather viſited by too many at times) 


as the other two iſlands: are. The inha- 


bitants of theſe iſlands, particularly thoſe 


of Weſtray, catch plenty of cod, and ling 


fiſh, with ſundry others. 


I thall not ſay any thing about the 


ſouth iſles, other than that, South Ronald - 


ſhay, Walls, and Ilolay, are the largeſt 
of them, (unleſs Hoy, which is a ridge 
of mountains) and carry on a Jobſter and 
cod fiſhing. The foil does hardly: differ 


. from 


| 


— 
— 


N wg 


dem dhe foil iaba d ander, Aar. 


only that the corns and oats, N er 9 


fit for reaping mary north iſles, than ch * 


are in the ſouth iff 188 88. 171 48 ett, 1 | 


Iwill indulge m at, to mention * 
tle of the i ad 
the inhabitants eee of Orkney) 
being the largeſt, and moſt fertile, of the 
whole iſlands of Orknay. The chief - pa- 
an are. nne Sand wick, Stromneſs, 
Harray, | Halm, St dt. Andrews, and St. 


omona, (called by 


Olla; inz which laft) ſtands the capital o 
the country, and is advaneing to be the 


moſt beautiful patiſh in this Iland, (Bir- 


\ 


ſay excepted) hich is the moſt beautiful ö 


at preſent; eſpecially that part of it 


the Baromy of Birſay; being N 5 


ag with an excellent burn, at which 
inhabitants bleach "Clath.. Iko 


eo ſtands there, the parſong; manſe, | 


with ſundry other; houſes of diſtinction, 


. and the remains of an old Falace, whieh "Rb 


vhen it was in it's primes; Was the 


of worſhip, which is ſuppoſed to bei the 
workmanſhip of the Danes; and a beauti- 
ful hill, called Kterfald-244 in 
there is a ſine harbour, and a village, built 
on the ſea · ſnore, with excellent ,piers:3 
and here ſmall craft can take in and put 
out cargbes at any tide, and a vaſimimber 


of trag veſſels.refort-1 ere, and ʒẽ!õe 
_ . * E 3 | 1 chaſe 
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beauty of Orkney: and the- reſidence of 
ſome noble family of great rank. In Sand- 
wick there are ſeyeral remains off a pIUH˖ẽjR 


Stzxomndfs, 
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chaſe proviſions . before they proceed" on 

their voyages, particularly, Greenland 

traders, Eaft Country traders, and the 

© Hudſon Bay traders; fo chat it is the 

j} greateſt place of public trade in xhis coun. 

try. — I ſhall. not detain you, by ſaying 

any thing on che other 'pariſhes, ent "Me 
2 of the country, 

But pleaſe indulge me & far, 4 to let 
me ſay ſomething of the preſant ſtate of 
Orkney neral, by pointing out Aires ' 
following * g firſt, 1 ſhall lay down 

a few hints of rhe manners wry Keg of 
the preſent inhabitants in general, touch⸗ 
ing their predeceſſors; ſecond; of their 
ecommerce and trade; third, of their 
oppreflions, by the Nobiliiy; and Jaſtly, 
of ſuperflumy and vain dreſſing, of the 
young people of this country— and alſo a 
few'-remarks on the country in | general; 
__ ? and'then'condude' with ſome obſery 
IP en Kirkwoll' in particular. e, 
'_ ++ Thoſe tampering people, ae live in 
luxury, indolence and eaſe, in this country, 
may not perhaps deign to admit the 
following 1 to be abſolutely true, (be- 
cCauſe t peak eonviction) but let the 
candid — 7 permit me to go on; being 
only freely ſpeaking of my native country; 
and conſcienciouſty opening out the ſundry” 
frauds, vices, and . debaucheryy that pre- 
vail in it, being ſtruck with remorſe, 

when I think upon the declining ſtate of a 

1 Nane ſo U _ ſo uſchully _ 
to 


e 6g 

to the crown to which ic belongs. more 
eſpecially, when I view it tumbfing arid 
coffe in a difmal ocean of pollution; 
and raviſhed by Pretenders, of no rank, no 
life; neither knowledge, or pruderice? but 
on the other hand, being men if che moſt 
abandoned race of thisevuntry'; and given 
to all manner of vicious courſes; ſo that 
by the means of a feu corrupt individuals, 
the country is de prived of her pood anci- 
ent character, has loſt her liberty, and is 
falling (a ſtep every day) down to irre- 
covefable ruin. Fired fo much with in- 
dignationy/ at ſuch à diſmal appearance of 
the preſent ſituation of my native country, 
I have not immediate recollection, to ſhow 
it in a better way, than what. is done here”; 
nevertheleſs, am confident in myſelf (and 
having the opinion of a fe others) that 
the following hints are founded upon known 
tracts; and therefore, I humbly hope, that 
they will elaim a few hours of your ſerious 
attentions, (eſpecially of thoſe who may 
have a right ſenſe of, and a love for liberty) 
and if eſteemed, in the manner I would 
with them to be, I ſhall endeavour here- 

after · to form a more circumſtantial ex. 
planation. The conutry of Orkney is di- 
vided in two parts, or aiviſions 3 the firſt 
being the Egridon: of Ortney, and the ſe- 
cond, the Biſtoprick of Orkney and it can- 
not be of any conſequence to trace the 
periods, at Which the's e different . titles 1 
| ed | 


= * N * * 
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liſhed in Scotland, the Biſhop's rents have 
been always ſet in tax, to ſome perſon or 
other, who paid a certain ſum yearly.— 
Sir Bion, Dundoſs, of Kerſe, Baronet, is 
the preſent far man, of the Biſnop's rents, 
in Orkney; ſuper 107 of the Earldom of 
Orkney, and has the largeſt eſtate in it; 
ſo that he may be in every reſpect ſuppoſ- 
ed the moſt reſpectable proprietor of all 
Orkney (at leaſt the greateſt part of it) 
and thereby he ſhould be looked upon as a 
patriotic ruler of its inhabitants, and under 
obligation to endeavour to regain their 
loſt liberty ; be an active ſriend in their 
concerns; a ſhepherd to his flock; and a 
- ſhining | honour | to the country, With 
which he is ſo very materially connected. 
But leaving this conſideration at pre- 
fent—T- ſhall here offer a few words reſ- 
pecting the manners, and cuſtoms, of the 
inhabitants of Or+rey in general, touching 
their predeceſſors; and the other things 
propoſed ſhall follow in courſe. - 14 ++, 
1 ſhall be as brief as poffible, reſpecting 
the inhabitants of this country. The ge- 
neralty of the people are hardy and rebuſt; 
people that can wreſtle in the arms of 
Sreit fatigue and danger 5 being for the 
moſt part very laborious and induſtrious, 
They are, when taken in one view, (the 
errors of certain individuals, ought not to 
affect the generalty) honeſt, ſociable, hu- 
mane, and charitable; and civil to ſttan- 
gers; and to the appearance of the 1 
254111 8 e 
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| they may be eſteemed 4 religious people. 


They are generally inclined to the ſea, (as 


they ate uſed to it from their cradle) not 


only at hom, but alſo abroad; and they 
are great lovers of war; being in every) . 
circumftance brave and courageous, eleven 


(though generally paſſionate} and freely 
venture lite, her they are fighting for 
their. king, their-country, and their glory ! 
Spirited with fortitude, as firm as rocks ! 
ſtedfaſt, when, conũded on; and as fierce 
as lions, When they ate in danger; puſh- 
ing forward thro 


difficulties with) reſo- 


lution; bent on being heroes, and victo- 
rious; yet compaſſionate to the vanquiſn- 


ed. Such characters as theſe, to 


may not e an inclinat ion to lift im 
che army ! Often ic is ſaid, that the Bri- 


all bay 
t 


tons are the. braveſt ſeamen in the uni- 


verſe? and as often. it is faidy that the 
Hands f Orkney produce the moſt. clever 


and expert mariners, both as to wat, and 


trading in merchant ſhips. _ Thouſands of 


them are abroad; where they have oppor- 


tunities of obtaining the maſt exteuſiye 
art of navigation (Which is a great beneſit 


to this poor barren country) and many 


hundreds of them are thereby enabled to | 


promote... honour to themſelves, and a 
praiſe. to their country, which is often 


ſtiled, the Narfery of Samen. At preſent; 


hundreds. of them are going out of the 
nation; no leſs than ſeventy perſons went 


ſor 
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for Hudſon's: Bay in North America, this 
year; obliged to go there, at the hazard 
of being uſed like ſlaves; on account of 
the impoveriſhed ſtate of this their native 
country; and for ſupporting their lives, 
and cloathing their nakedneſs, which their 
wages can hatdly clear. The farmers, 
for theſe many years, could not get ſer- 
vants to cultivate their ground 3 the young 


men's inclinations being ſo much attractec 
to manly efforts at ſea, the art of 'war, 


line 

and the thoughts of being an honour to tho 
heir country; and proud of being called at 
drave'ond victorious Britons; — Vet while'I trat 
am thus writing, d muſt remark that they con 
_ are ſome in this country, who are far from flo 
wearing or deſerving; to wear, the charac- kee 
e wes .worthy beings. A number fol 
may be named whe become covetous of try 
what is their neighbours; and rather than eſt 
they would work, or labour (though to 
ſtrong and healthy, being only prevented the 
from doing work by the habit of lazineſs) of 
for payment, or to employ themſelves in the 
ſome way of buſineſs, they would, and Ae 
often do, put forth their hands, and ſteal no! 
from their neighbours, the neceſſaries of for 
life; regardleſs of the law of God; the an 
nation, and every dictate of reaſon and for 
religion, not owning the harm which they the 
occaſion to others, but rather take delight - Ki 


in vice, and in a life of luxury, indolence- 
and eaſe. Such is the miſerable and un- 
happy diſpoſition of theſe wretches; and 
ae J , 
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they are a ſtain to thoſe that are juſt in 
their dealings, and worthy of an = 
The proteſtant religion is profeſſed in 
an this conntry, except by a few old peo- 
ple, who are Roman catholies, and theſe 
for the moſt part, ate a paret if of ſuper. 
ſtitious women, 'who rely as much on od 
fables,” as they do on the beſt doctrine of 


their own religion, or that of the proteſt» 
ant; and Tam forry that I have reaſon to 


obſerve, yet I cannot avoid giving it a 
line or two here, as it is worthy of notice, 


. not worthy of praiſe to them that 


act in that wa a, 'and being a great object 
traced by thoſe, who ought to be, the 
confidence pf religion, the be of the 
flock ; or the paſtgrs for guiding, and 
keeping wolves from encroaching on the 
fold ! but, alas f the clergy in this coun · 
try, are men ſtudious for their own inter · 
eſt, not that ef the public; inclining 
to rap there they do not ſow, and to ga- 
ther where they do net firow ! and inſtead 
of ſhowing a good example to people, 
they make ſundry had marks of virtue, or 
eps of holineſs ; but they are ready e- 
nough to be each day planning out manſes 


for their accomodations; and laying on, 


and au enting their | tipends (of which 


ſome of them ae far from being worthy) 
they are intereſted in public and private 


politics; Adding to their purſes, the mo- 
ney that ought t to be for the benefit of the 


MP's ; 36 in * they are be our be- 


8 . 55 Bt 
155 che n that they were ite el 
to be. They will, on Sunday, preach 
againſt all vice, and againſt all ungodli- 
neſs; they will then be as grave as real 

ba ens 3 but on Monday, they. are ſeen 
acting quite contrary to the doctrine that 

they exhorted you to attend to, and per- 
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balls, and wherever there is faſhionable 
mirth, there are they! and I ſhall only 
p ſay further, that they are e mach, more ech 
1 ; than godly ! + Fh 
4 | _ Your predeceſſors, my breihres and 
ancient countrymen, enjoyed a” greater 
ſhare of liberty, peace, and unity, than 
_ you do; although they were in many reſ- 
F pects more ignorant in arts and ſeience; 
| . 1 wever it is hoped, that notwithſtandin 
the poor inhabitatts of Orkney are dit- 
mally and moſt rediculouſly harraſſed, they 
A . will yet be reflored to the privileges that 
3 predeceſſors enjoyed; and be à peo- 
=... ple worthy again of elleem. r 
1 I cannot mention any ſingular cuſlom 
=. that the people in general practiſe in Ork- 
| ney (the preſent inhabitants being nqt ſo 
ſuperſtitious as their anceſtors were, about 
different ceremonies) but only that the 
- bulineſs of fiſhing is greatly followed; and 
' hunting on the hills. There are no woods 
of any conſequence: in-Orkney (if plant- 
ed, it is . they would thrive) the 
chief produ 
toes, hay, + and "OO together — 
8 lIun- 
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£1 form; and they will go merrily to elubs, 


de is corns, Oats, Neas, Pota- 


1 
ſundey — roots, pad ſome ap- 


ples ; fruit cod not come to perfection 
here, owing 


ſo that ĩt would be of no benefit to try fruit 
trees here; neither wheat, nor rye,'can ever 


dome to perfection in the ſame manner 


that it does in the South country. Hav- 


ing here given a few hints of the manners 


and cuſtoms of the inhabitants of Orkney, 
in general; and touching their predecef- 
fore: I will in like manner proceed, in the 
ſecond place, with a few hints of their 
commerce and trade ar large, and a 
cious branch of it in particular, which is 
becoming: one of the great and weighty 
evils-of the country; having taken ſtrong 
and firm root many years ago, it is daily 


augmenting, while the r Pope 


we daily complaining. 

The trade of this country” * been car- 
ried on in a much higher degree for theſe 
twenty years paſt, than ever it was before, 


in this eclipſed country. But it cannot be 
ſaid,” with juſt propriety, that it is for the 
eſſential good of the people at large, no, 
but on the contrary, it may may be aſſert- 


ed, with undaunted refolution, that it is 


the ruin; of the country, and (greatly ooca- = 


ions the opprefion' of tlie F as thall 
. afterwards be made appea . 
Struck with ſurprize, 3 1 beg in to 
view the fraud of 


to the tempeſtuous winter, ; 
and cold ſpring, and inclement ſummer; 


the nobility, * the 


W and — they take for creating 


opprel⸗ 
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©. oppreſſion, and wickedneſs; not ing 
regard to ſuch ill conſequences, whiſe they 
can fill their ſtorehouſes, and cellars; with 
all the neceſſaries of liſe; and e putſes, 
by ill gained gold. 

1 cannot help being deeply effe@ed with 
the gloomy ſituation of my dear country, 
inſomuch, that I would now wiſh to drop 
the ſubject; but impelled by motives of 
duty and afſection, I muſt proceed to ſay 
a little of the exports, and imports, carri- 
ed on by the merchants and traders. 

The inhabitants of Orkney manufactute 
a quantity of linen cloth, woollen cloth, 
gloves, and ſtockings, which they export 
to Leith, Newcaſtle, and Shields; toge- 
ther with linen yarn, gooſe feathers, and 
wild fowl feathers; butter, beef, tallow, 
ſame pork, calf ſkins, rabbit ins; ſome 
cod and ling fiſh, and oil: and to the 
ſame place, rhe proprietors of eſtates, and 
kelp ſhores, in this country, export a vaſt 

uantity of kelp, forwhich they receive con 
dderable ſums of money; and it is within 
the memory of many living, that any kelp 
Was ever made i in Orkney, but ſince it was 
eſtabliſned, it hath been (together with 
1 of a more fraudulent kind) 
the chief 34 of the nobility: in this 
country. Norway, they export cotn 
(afterwards to be taken notice of), and 
from the ſame place, they import deals, 
together with bandſpikes, and ſundry kinds 
of wood, uſeful for Soy and dieren 
F Kinds 


** ws i 19 | PET 
inp kinds of timber veſſels, or e 
hey from the other three places, including 
rich London, they import cloths, callicoes, 
ſes, muſflins, lawns, cambricks, ſilks, cottons, 
velvety, ſtuffs, ſine bleached linen; roge- - 
ther with ſugat and. ſpices; harley, flour, 
biſkuit, ginger bread ; rofin, allum, trea- 
cle, oils, . lint, flax, hards, coals, 
tar, ſoap , dyers ſtuffs together with gro- 
ceries, earthen-ware, ſtone-ware, writing- 
paper; and all kinds, of hard-ware; ſuch as 
buckles, knives, . And from London 
they import porter, fruit, and ſome of the 
kind of merchandize already mentioned. 
From Holland, they import teas of all 
kinds, (which generally goes under the 
name of teas paid his Majeſty's duties, 
which they enter at the cuſtom-houſe of 
Kirkwall, as ſuch, pretending that the dd 
xof Jmuggle it; but in fact the contrary is 
known) geneva, cinnamon- waters, hran- 
dy; togethet with all kinds of ſpiritous | 
liquors and waters (to be afterwards taken 
notice of), China-ware, nankins, India- 
muſlins, and other produce of that coun- 
try; but it muft be underſtood, that it is 
only the fraudulent dealers in this country, 
and the capital” merchants, that trade in 
any way with Holland, or other m. 
countries bounding on chat coaſt. 

Having here obſerved the commerce 
and trade (at leaſt the particulars) of this 
country, I would next lay down a few 
wn reſpe&ting the great vine and 
2 op- 
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oppreſſion of this my poor country; amd of 
the ſtate of its inhabitants; qecaſoned by 
the greateſt part of the nobilitiy, which 
would like to be as pointed as were poſſi- 
ble, ſo that no reader of this (unleſs ſuch 
as are of the nobility) will be without 
looking to it, with penetrating eyes, and 
weighing the allegations with ſerious 
hearts, and 2 aber 
Being therefore ſtirred up, wich indig · 
| Kr muſt be 5 for lage 
following things; though it may: Be by 
certain individuals accounted falſe, (as it 
certain is not) but I hope the truth ſet 
forth will be received in a better light, 
by the body of the people, Who will Rave 
reaſon. to think and know them to be 
genuine; they who do otherwiſe, are not 
lovers of liberty, or theit country; having 
no compaſſion, ſympathy, or pity, for 
any of their fellow creatures (though at 2 
diſtant cotner of the world) far leſs for 
diſtreſſad men, in their own. nation or 
country; and have never taſted the bitter 


„ fruits of : Hranny, auer, and oppne ſſion. 
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Animated with the ſpirit of pity, I muſt 
therefore point out, explicitly; the - ſtate 
of. my oppreſſed countrymen,” ther 
with a few remarks on the great frauds 
committed by ſome. of the nability in this 
country (ſome of whom are wearing the 
characters of Juſtices of the Peace,) Which 
are the deſtruction of the people at large, 
1215 e et ESE thing 


— 


> py ) | | 
thing the the good of the country 
being againſt the <(=blifhed laws, op BY 
lov 


| nant to .overy voice that calls a 5 
liberty; and the people repulſed From 


every defi ign of making their country flou- 
riſh ; thetnſelves a j 
and the uſefuF ſubjects of a benevolent 
prince,” who is a true lover of virtue, and 
rational Hberty, - 

When Orkney was upon an equal footing 
with every other country in Scotland, the 


people were free, and independent of avari- . 
cious individuals; liberty and ſociety embra- 


eing each other; peace, concord and unity, 


- bounding in the land; a generous love 


for freedom, and being entirely devoted 
to 'the attention of the public welfare ; - 
and their rulers, executing juſtice, to 
their country, and to their king, bei 
true ſupporters of liberty and the glory © 


there was no reaſons for making reflections 
of the follawing kinds; but quite the 


contrary. Happy would it be for the 
preſent inhabitants, if their liberty was 


built upon as ſure a foundation, and tFe'r 
intereſts and rights ſupported 'by as good 
pillars, as they were In thoſe 421 but, 


alas, it will appear on the reverſe, and be 
plainly diſcovered, that the fate of Ork- 2 


ney, is hanging on a very flender thread! 
its inhabitants (at leaſt the generality) 
diveſted of their conftitutional privileges; 
_ not only ifrfuch N ſituation, 

* * but 


appy community, 


3 


ſociety. Surely, at that auſpicious time, 
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virtue, and 


. ie 


1 8 


but they are alſo in greater e thay 


the children of Iſrael were, while in 


Egypt; for tbey had a promiſe 3 


flowing with milk and Rn ; but the 


poor people, of this my country, are daily 


approaching to a land overflowing with 
OY vice, frauds. of every kind: 
and where nothing is like to remain but 
devouring luxury, indolence and debauch- 
ery. Such are the painful and diſagree- 


able circumſtances, in which every impar- 


tial enquirer will find this. my native-coun- 
Pl involved; owing not (as I humbly 

ſuppoſe) to the will of God, as a judgmend 
tw the ſins of the people in general, but 


| ke to the great and long bad practices 


an overbearing party, who are 


_— of the nobility ; and” to the 


reigning vices, that daily augment through- 
out this land of Pu TA being, as it 


were, toſfing amidſt a whirlpool of def- 


ion, and the cry of the people reach - 


: ing to "of cs ralling bor dale or 


ve 
The commonality are, in . manners, 
, ſargewhat various in 
ſeveral reſpects; but ſubrractipg the indif- 
ferent from thoſe who are moſt perfect, 


the remainder will be found, unreproacha- 


ble in their conducts, and highly doſerviog 


the moſt amiable charaQers; ; and my opi- 


nion is, that they are patriots indeed | and 


dear unfeigned loyalty to their king! 1 
deen den to be upon the whole, href 


civil, 


in —— is as worthy of being cal- 


T7 
eivil, and juſt in their dealings; warms 
ſtrangers ; laboriouſſy induſtrious in fair 
trade, and commerce: but ſuch ptobity 
of manners cannot be of any material 
ſervice to them, in the preſent: faſhions: 
here, while they axe ſo ö oppreſ- 
ſed; their liberty, and beſt 1 |, ſport- 
ed with ; their eountry plundered; and 
their on good characters, (which are as 
valuable to honeſt men in łhis mortal life, 
is the hoped for happineſs in that which 
is to come) falſely aſperſed by certain men, 
of principles well known to be dark, and 
whoſe infamous behaviour is too vile for 
deſcription here But leaving the aggra- 
vating fubject awhile, I muſt, now trou- 
ble yon with the following remarks. 
The nobility ef chis place in general, 
are not altogethes. ſprung from families of 
eminent diſtinction, or high rank; neither 


are they themſelves in any way gentry, o- 


ther than by riches, which art the root of 
all evil in every country; and it may be 
well ſaid, that they are particularly the 
root of wickedneſs in this place. It is 

acknowledged that our leading nobility, 
are not all ſprung from men of great con- 
ſequence, or from families of honoured 
diſtinction, yet that is no way deſerving 
reproach, for when any man arrives at 
preferment, by his good conduct, or be- 
coming behaviour, h ever ſo mean 


led a u, as any 
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nobility whereſoever. It is however at 


the ſame time eonfeſſed, that the ten 


part of the pretendi ng "nobility of this 
place, are neither the off-ſpring 95 families 
of honoured diſtinction (though ſome fe 
of them indeed are) nor have the arrived 
to ſuch a pitch of eminence,” by their ewn 
merits. ” On the . contrary, ' they are the 
iſſue of the moſt infamous men, who were 


neither gentlemen, or virtuous" .people ; 
but rather given to all manner of lacivi- 


ouſneſs; and they left their ill- gained 


| pots and hereditary eſtates to their worthy 


ucceflors, in order that they might, Mke 
good and dutiful heirs, keep up all the im- 
pudence of vice, pomp and parade ; and 
that means enflave the people at large, 
and then make themſelves: ole maſters ; 


and wantonly ufurp the Rominion and che 


power, not regarding the feelings of the 


oppreſſed inhabitants, their King, or the 


laws of the nation; if they gained but 


money and riches, it could be of no mo- 


ment, whether it was done by juſtice or 
injyſtice; and ſo much js money idolized 
by the great folks of figure and ſtation, 
that it ſeems their only Lord God, in 
whom they have — becauſe it glit- 


ters daily in their faces, and makes th 


vainly think, that ſo long as the treaſure 
laſts, there is no fear on earth; yet how 


inſtantaneouſly are ſome of thoſe idle boaſt- 


ers hurried off by death to their graves, 
whe they are arrogantly glorying in their 
be- 
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beloved riches ,, or ſpending their zune in 


lewdnefs, rand; diſhipation; and e ven in a 
e ee : wage e Cine 55 
ed to ſhare in the ſpouls they haverplun- 
dered : from their; inferior brethten; or 
while the cards, dice, and ful Cups, Are 
circling | on the tahle. What then muſt 
be the conſequences gf thoſe pretenders 
(and all; ſubh) when they: are ſnatched 
off ſo ſuddenly 2. yea even from amidſt the 
alluring gratiſicat ions of vice! how, badly 
prepared ntuſt they be for a future ſtate, 
when, at the very inſtant, they were re- 
joicing in their Wickedneſs; and what ſort 
of an acobunt can they make to the Lord 
of purity and truth for their proceed - 
ings on the earth (Where no man for ever 
abides) cdfidering that they had the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, rhe light of reaſon, 
and the certainty of a future ſtate of hap- 
pineſs or torments, according to their 
deeds, whether good or bad, to depend 
upon z but ſo faint is the mind of man, 
that hen he is free from the cradle, he 
begins to look into the world, and glories 
at the proſpect of its ſplendour; not recol- 
lecting chat it muſt, vaniſh away; but he 
ſtruggles onward, as, if he was to remain 
for ages, and uninterruptedly enjoy an 
ample ſhare of what dazzles the eye, and. 
flatters the imagination; and as men ar- 
rive to old age, ſo much more are they 
infatuated with the luring thoughts of 
this ſublunar world, that they would ſoon- 
„ 


- 


£ N 3 
er chuſs to linger under the infirmities of. 
old age, and grey hairs,” of a thonſond 
| 36 to come, if they had but wealth 
and eye · ſight to W behold it, than 
5 would ſeriouſly prepare-for an inherit - 
ance that abideth for ever; holy and eter - 
nal in the heavens. This natural | retr8- 
1 ective view, exackly correſponds with the 
lofty imaginations of our nobility, Who 
have riches in great plenty, and allethe 
neceſſaries of life; ready to choak with 
ſuperfluities, whilſt the famiſhed matt 
tude are in want of the commoneſt 
 faries; 2 by that means, thoy.. live at 
caſe, ſtanding on luxury, and. ſitting 
in the ſtools f . mot being over- | 
Joyed in their worldly, pofſeſſions, and 
nothing then is to be fald, but only . ſoul 
„take thine eaſe; drink, — ng merry; 
8 for I am my on maſter, and my treaſure- 
amount to treaſures-of gold, but what; 
a ſpeech, hat intolerable language, muſt 
this be, when it is repeated to thoſe: in- 
ners, by a judge ſupreme, ho reigns in 
the heavens, and rewards vey: man ac 5 
cording to his deeds? 
If the inhabitants of this une, are 
to be. ſtill accounted ſuhjects of Great 
Britain; if they are to be ſtill burdened 
with the duties, payable to the crown; 
.- and if they are obliged to honour: equally 
the ſame king and government, and acknow- 
ledged to be a part of Great Britain, why 
then ſhould not they have national liberty, 
255 Powe, 


. 
Ae 
? - 
L 
* 
18 , 1 
— 
5 
4 
+40 
FLY * 
1 
81 
4 ” 
© RB 
48 A 
34 
„ 
by * 
29 
A 
» if 
of * 
þ = : 
ry * 


* r Nr 
4 * = * 8 
3 2 & wt a Ge 2 4 
L * ND 32 
*- 
£ N = 


WW mo 


5 5 ps 1 * 
peace, ann and unity? why ſhould 
got they, as well e jects of a 
prince that is greatly dignified, and his 
crown and honour raiſed above all- Kings; 
be a free and a happy people, mu mem - 
bers of ſociety, and to have full privilege 
to promote the intereſt of their country, 
and be in every way a people, free, and 
uſeful to themſelves,” their country, and 
their king. They ought not to be wan- 
tonly trod upon, by a few avaricious indi- 


viduals? yet ſuch is the fact, they are 


55 5 oppreſſed, and greviouſly harrafled, 
the pretending tyrannical nobility ; 
which 1s rely conttary to the eſtabliſhed 
law, to equity and all the dictates of rea- 
{bn and religion. For theſe, and number- 
leſs other pretenſions of the nobility, F am 
induced to ſay as follows, though the li- 
mits of my paper will not allow me t6 in- 
ſert a tenth part of what was intended; 
what I farther advance, ſhall'be ſhort and 
ſubſtantial ; chiefly pointing out the mani- 
feſt frauds committed by the nobility ; and 
laſtly, the bad «conſequences which: ariſe 
from ſuch frauds and: oppreſſion; and as, 
in all probability, this tender part of my 
ſubject, will not be read by many people, 
excepting thoſe Who are the inhabitants, 
and the devoted fufferers of oppreſſion fin 
this cuntry; 1 — — not enter upon the 
. — — — 2 
, of hardſhips; that chey dail 
to -thear | * loſs and — hall 
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Therefore leave them to be judges them. 


ſelves, whether or not What is here writ. 
ten, be fact? and if I am a friend or a ſoe? 
J am animated with a ſpirit of indignation, 
while I am „ on this fallen 


country. — It is needleſs further to inſert 


at large, the characters of the nobility, 
or the characters of the commonality, as 
there are ſufficient hints, already ſpeciſied; 
but ſince I ain not to dwell on that fub- 


ject, I muſt ſay a few words on the conta- 


minated, or polluted nobility of this coun- 


try; and therefore proceec. 
No .nan living, in this country, remem- 


bers it in a flouriſhing ſtate; as to its li- 
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power, which ought to be veſted in che 
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as, by the laws of the kingdom, the peo- 


ple are to be rationally governed, and not 
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epforce any authority, without the cbm- 


mon conſent of the people; to be ruled. 
VUndoubtedly, rulers are neceſſary; for the 
preſervation of the public welfare, and 
were ordained for that, and pious pur- 
Poſes; and to detect frauds, and enormi- 
ties, committed againſt the laws of their 


God 


»w 4 
- 


— 


weg ey pointed Ads govern ; bi 

„e can it de be Br tha Nh Fre pen tdobility 
pn this ſea-girt- 
len Honour and intereſt vf their country ? 
er iy not? but en the other hand, a5 un 
encouragers of vice, and the 1 au⸗ 
thors of all the inconventencies and 
ances, ſo Juffly complained 'of. * Ne 
competent to regulate iT country in —4 
- — not ap ted; but, it is govern- 
e his fob irutes; who 

kr m in cauſes, evil 
criminal, PF 66 veg before them ; an 
although the late. Sher;ff* Depute was a man 


juſt in hits office, s poor and rich; 
meek and hwimble ; yet the 
one man, dog 
glorified in t 
could not with 
tender, and deſtruftive 
not MW have not the 
rs; but rather, are in fact fit abjects'to be ruled, 

of —This mam lived regarded, and . N e 


er with à few others; who 


'plutiderers;” who 


in- greted, by all who rightly knew. him — Ts thi 


to name was Patric . 77 
m- oountty. The preſent Deprte was 
ted. WM but lately appomted, and he being a 
the of the South - and not intending | 
reſide ko this, thabitans have H 
know 8 PUN An he Was me. 


a 
ch ede, or Eonternd: 
+ $ —_— G __ ; w ith 


N A P _ n R _ 
e 3 A N N 5 7 4 o A. * - 7 . : : 
- 9 ” Ss a. © ty, nt — 4 * 
2 — 
1 . * * 
1 * + —_ „ 
. 
: Wu . 
* i « — 
* 
— * 
i 
„ 
1 - 
” * "72 9 — 
* Nperal 1 5 
- * 
* 
. . 0 


„ * 
. . 
4A. 3s 


region, 2 85 


* 
—ͤ—4—ͤ — — ' On. AO 


of. good reputation, and behaviour, and 
good offices of 


of their cout 
1 prin | 


ifications to be as ruters : - 


ive. 


* 
* 
— ² ——_— Oo oo — — 
. ˙ͤ OE ̃ͤ ] . ⁰ *mu!u;!m 7 ²⁰ w-i-ÄA I ir AC 9 us me — — 


his wn Boe er TH uc 


= — — — = —— — — — — Dow ——. . 
— F — 1 1 4 

— 3 * v - N — 

. * — P 

* — _— — * — 1 — 
— _ 2 — — > -— — Þ A 
— ered . p * 2 4 — ” © — » 44 g 
. 5 way . 
v * 
[2 F 
g 
5 


= 
4 


_— 5 5 
3212 s — 


4 
— — 


2 2 _ 


* 
23 * wank 
, hs — 4 
= 0 — 
— —— 
A Cas 


| r — — r >= 


© x : — 

= * - 
7 „ 3 „ 

135232 * 3 = 


PDE 
2 


129 

1 

1 

2 

Pr 

. 
* 

14 

1 . 


chers haye often generauſiy attempted 80 


3 — 5 to relate herein, 


fe 

with the affairs, 3 Geer Ty, 12 

Parat or was, . becauſe. 5. woul 
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man, knowing perfectly. the precarious 
fate of he © country; 1 cannot 
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and © intereſt. as briges; not „ While 
had that in view, do call The 242 
E Maker, to witneſs; a | 
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love of money, as Wich been dearly * 
1 ved of late, ſuch is the way that” the li- 
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ed villa Wine: a&ti ing contrary to the. 1 
"the Fans. and the $970, older of 
Tee proprietors of ettates in Orte ov 
few excepted) are trading men; and bein 
ſupported by, and having the favour 0 
the baronet and others, c friends, te, 
united together; and in company as. the. 
| branches of one tree ;—and vſurpin 
the power, and management of the coun- 


try to themſelves, 3 once got in 
their hands, p 11 L's uſhed in their! 
whole bodies, rv laid the foundation of 


national ruin, completed the oppreffian of. 
the people, andexcluded them from bay- 
ing any equitable ſhares of the liberty due 
to them, 5 their right of being official 
members of bg nay, they compelled - 
them to Byto N * to welk Wel. 
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ter for tl By ſuch cavalier man- 
æuvres, he Ve "tk 1 8 chieftains 
affurned the ſole end oy er, and management. 
of the colin do as they pleaſed, and 


no Pe perſons dare to Wee them 

in their defigns ; and Therefore they tefol-" 
ved to put into execution, their uhwarrant- 
able authority , and indeed they have ef- 
fectually done 3 5 1 carrying it on with all 
diſparch, and a high hand; no perſon. 
a ſay,” „ What are you pretenders 25 
bout ?“ and indeed, ſo miſerable, and diſ⸗ 
treſſed, ate the poor inhabitants, and lo, 


much are they haunted, and erplexed, 


that their ſuſferings cannot be al herein re- 


be nor could an wp Rin who WO: 
00 i- 


ily enjoys peace and libe | 
ouſly into the ftate of the AY, people, 
Ko being rouſed from his dreams, | 
deeply affeQed at their korrid conditions — 


The * nobility, in ördet to keep up their _ 


pomp, and encourage their indolence” and 
luxury; have Wegne be the rents on their 


poor. 

ableſt of chem cannot afford to . 
years; far leſs thoſe that are in 8 Gir- 8 
cumſtancei; and for theſe ſeveral y Wy paſts 
there Have been very bad Gro ie 
country'; Which has put many of the für- 
mers to ruin; as welt as the 557 ets in this 
place. Indeed, the benefits of God, -are 
10 little eſteetmed in this Kim? © b many 


who Dave plenty” of; money, ll cel- 
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this k 
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451 all merry "wich MS, "i 
thinking on the da of their death, bg 
as 8. 01 day 0 ud, or of God, who 
t giving; themſelves ful! 
cate, , rags, 6 anchoring, in the harbours 1 
indolence, vice, and all manner of de- 
bauchery; while others, more mean and 
poor, are ſtarving ; And ſome working like 
Mlaves, and yet cannot ſatisfy there hung or 
cloath their nakedneſs.— Although, there 
have been extreme bad crops, for many . 
years, and the price ſo high. aul extrava- 
gant, that it could not be reached to; Jet 
there might have been as much of che pro- 
duce of che country as would have ipp- 
ported the inhabitants, though very dear; 
but the laid and nobility, being 1 3 1 
enemies of EP or peo peoples (# 
tilt excepted) Aiſtrels "hea the. 35 
payable by them; not uſin the. ja} to *. 
, whether they can affor it or; not ; At- 
ing with the moſt ſtrict 7 5 th wor} 
. cauſe them to pay it, Although they ths | 
not have bread, for ſuſtenance,” or {ee 
ſow: the ground, next ſeaſon; 3 and. then 
the perſecuted tenants wa either, £ 
them "ther vel foods, or elſe toro gut % | 
my 1 


the. fie Ids. his. -hard.. heatted- 
to ripe the poor mans pocket Feb 
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hen they have uſed all diftreiing 
immediately erport the car nt, 
principal produce of the country) 2 
reign nations, where they receive ſeatce 
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venge, And diſtreſſing the poor people in 
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of life, and therefore not regarding 
Nate of others) and in order that the veſſels 
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onate as {ell it, even at the moſt extrava-. 


pbor wanters) but to ſatiafy their hardened 
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this country (as the nobility themſelves 
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lens trade in this country, which is daily en- 
. and conclude with ſome merke 
on the Of perfluity and yanity of the rifi 
generation > hore, which may of itfelf x PR 
voke God to ſend affliction on the p 

Having already taken notiee of the cf 


- modities which the people of Orkney ex- 


rt to other countries; and of what they 
import from them; I will, as I firft jinclin- , 


ed, make a few obſervations on the pro- 


bibited- Fools, which che nobility import, 
and ſuiggle here :- contrary 1s Th l . 
who is 16 detect, or prevent chem? = 
Conncellors, t other with other preten 
— —1 for the moſt part mere ints, and 
members; and as commerce is e-. 
nd Enowh to be ba Poe 
Orr lar e pri 0 
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quently powerful g fo the merchant, this 
view; may be to de 2 uſeful wember 
of the fociety, in which he tives ;—bpr +4 
the ſame time; it muſt be e 


that tHis - editntty abounds with 
geniry alid pretending nobiliiy, * pumbe 
whom are bonſfderable traders, ho haye 
all che ruling power veſted in wbemleide 
while the people Lh e are deprived: 


2 faxe of liberty ; and their right of Ten” 
governing members of beer. Th 
ing folkd carry on a aue ine tra 
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even 


PF 
, 


"S - 


DB <2. 00: 


— 1 PR 
ern 


=; 


— # 


Fares 


— . 


gon wwe 


— 


Cr 


even the goods that ar -en, imported; 


at the extravagant. 


rate of cent-per-cent 
ofit, all charges and expences deduCted, 
What an PA cha is here, impoſed upon 


having any check upon theſe not- 
oe merchants, that they ſometimes pride 
themſelves in cheating and impoſing upon 
the poor ignorant buyers. As to the 
ſmuggling trade, which is carried on at 4 
great rate by them, it is needleſs to make 
many further obſervations about it, as the 
obnoxious circumſtance is welt'known to 
all Scotland, and if they were made, it 
eannot mend the: matter. Several of theſe 
fraudulent offenders were lately I 


to appear before the court of CS 
which. they ſtand ;. and are daily called for 


ache nelly: and it is hopod, by every fair 


trader, that an example will be made of 
them ſoon, However, they 
to import and ſmuggle Hare all kinds of 
ſpirituqus liquors (beſides teas, muſlins and 


flks). from Holland, which they ſend to 


and fro through the country; to be ſold 


for them at 12 at the highest 

prices, (at ſuch a rate, as they can deaf 
bent · percent) whereby ſeveral of the in: 
babitants-of Orkney, having contracted 2 
conſurie 
; and there are; 


pernicious. taſte - for drinking, 
a vaſt quantity of 


7 „ where ſuch liquem 
480 be bad, that it is as fres'to\them- as 


the ;;the no more aW 
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ſtill continuo 


\ 
9 


— 


— 


being thereby put in the ſituation of fools 
or madmen; and their bodies become 


either burnt up, or emaciated, according 
away into the treaſures, of a few treacher- 


ing vice daily; and it is fur 


the intereſt and good of 
its inhabitants; there 9 certainly, be. 
2 hrer appearance of a virtuous and 


here, in order to detect frauds 


(uf 5 | 
three halfpence- each gill. Some of the 
moſt-indolent people, and thoſe that are 
particularly ſubject to exceſſive drinking, 


ſpend what gain one day, in hopes 
that the other will provide for itſelf; and 


to the conſtitution of the perſons fo addict 
ed. Moreover, this vile practice af ſmug- 
ling has drawn the ſubſtance of the country 


ous perſons; and thereby put ſeveral - 
ruin: and not only ſo, but it is encoura 
. a 


immenſe ſuins are accumalated from that 
ruining illicit traffic, in the courſe of 4 
year. If the money was, 2 to more 


important affairs, 4 N 
country, country, 4 


us body of ſociety? but ſo much 

are _— unworthy — Os determined 
upon ruining this. country, chat it will not 
be mary years until the poſſeſſion of is fall 
wholly to themſelves; ; — others, their 
pretending colle „whom they may 
condeſcend. to admit into their government. 
Although there are revenue 833 
the 
government, (and indeed there is yery great 
need of ritt ones): yet they are regatfloſs 
of che dies required of them; 1 5 
wed 1411 Lt 
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flutely Friends of the ſmugglets, and allow- 


ing the trade to go on uninterrupted, hav- 


ing ſometimes'z ſhare of the profits for the 
favour ; and what is worſe, they are v 

known to be connivers and moſt culpably 
partial upon many plari/az occaſions; and it 


may be poſitively allerted, that if the whole 


of the preſent officers of the cuſtoms in 
Orkney united their activity, far as they 
were able; it would not equal the zealous 
endeavours of one ſingle officer, who lately 
attended the 1atereſt of the revenue, accord - 
ing to his duty, his conſcience, and his 
oath ;_ and for that reaſon he brought the 
cenſure of the -ruling officers here, to- 
gether with their favoukites rhe ſmugglers, a- 
giinſt him; and he ts now debarred trom his 
office ; but his cauſe is at preſent depending 
before the ſuperiors of his enemies, it being 
the opiniow of many diſintereſted perſons, 
that he has a juſt title to be again admitted. 
Such, my dear friends, is the oppreſhve 


fare of the poor inhabitants of Orkney, and * 
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many other grievances too enormous to re- 


late. They are, in numberleſs caſes, diſ- 


treſſed and exceedingly ill uſed, by the 
pretenders before mentioned; and it will 
ſurely appear evident to every reader of 
this, who has any ſympathy whatever, that 
they are ſo; and that they are not parta- 
kers of conſtitutional liberty or coequal 
members of ſociety ; but are driven from. 
uſefully ſerving the COU, and from 
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their poſſeſſions, by the vileſt and moſt 
H worth; 
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( 86 ) by 
worthleſs members, that the country can 
produce, for it muſt 'certainly occur to 
every ſober thinking man, that the' pre. 
ſent governing treatment of the country, 


and the inhabitants is rediculous, impolitic, 


and arbitrary ; being contrary to eyery good 
principle and maxim. It hath been ſaid 
Hae, the laws of Great Britain are prefer. 
able to thoſe of every other nation? yet 
their kind effects do not reach the good 
people of Orkney, though equally enti- 
tled, as being ſubjects of the ſame king 
and government. I am truly ſenſible, 
that any Engliſhman, who may have been 
in this country for a length of time; and 
bad an opportunity of thoroughly knowing 


the preſent ſtate of it, could not, when 


gomparing it with that of his own, poſh- 


bly refrain from truly confidering and 
compaſſionating the diſtreſs of ſuch people! 
the limits of this publication, cannot con- 


tain near what I had to ſay upon the ſub- 


ject; yet I hope enough hath been advan- 


ced, to claim a few hours of your atten- 


tions; and make it fully appear, that this 


country hangs only on a ſmall thread; ready 
to be carried away, by the firſt ſudden 


blaſt of ambition or caprice, of the aſpi- 


ring nobility. | 
Having ſo far attempted a deſcription 
of Orkney in general ; I next beg leave to 
add the following remarks, The young 
people of this country (at leaſt thoſe of 
the ſuperior rank) are too much puffed 
WH 6 vp 


22 T 
up with pride, and vanity; and ſuperflu- 


ity in fine dreſſing. In ancient times, the 
people here-away, wore only their own 
manufacture, which was woollen, and linen; 
and happy would it be for community, 
if the ſame cuſtom ſtill prevailed; but very 
far is it from being ſo. Nothing among the 
preſent youths, but dreſſing with fine ſilks, 
muſlins, cottons, lawns, cambricks; in 
ſhort, with the 5z/# that Britain, or the 
Indies can afford; fine cloaths of every 
kind, and every other ſuperfluous and 
vain garniſhing, that can dazzle with 
ſplendor in the .eyes. of the faſhionable 
world. Every ſhop to be ſeen now a days, 
with all the tinſel ornaments 1.naginable, 
brought here and ſold at the higheſt rates, 
to the young and the giddy: they filling 


up the treaſure bags of the wily mer- 
chants, and hazzarding their own immor- 


tal felicity, for falſe ideal pleaſure. Such 
dangerous conſequence, if rightly con- 


ſidered by many, might make them put 


of the old man, and wiſely put on the 
new. 

And tho' I may myſelf be as reprehenſi- 
ble as others, in the like foible, yet I can- 
not help taking notice of its bad tendency, 
to the youth's of this place; and certainly, 
if they were not encouraged by ſome of 
maturer age, they would not be ſo redicu- 


lous. They are regardleſs (many of them) 


of God, as well as man; not thinking, 
that ſuch pride and vanity, are inconſiſ- 
„ tant 
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(es) 
tant with the ſacred rules of Scripture.— 
Many of both fex's I have heard ſpeak to 


the following eſſect; „Such a merchant, 


* has got ſome fine filk, and muſlin; ſuch 
© another merchant has got the like, and 
cc fine cloth, of 4 ſuperior kind; I muſt 
cc have a fine hat made for ſabbath; and a 
& riding habit like unto that of ſuch; and 


„ fuch a one; I muſt have a coat, like 
. © that of ſuch and ſuch a one for ſabbath, 


„% made in the beſt faſhion, and by the 
ec beſt habit-maker.” Indeed it is ſur- 


70 prifing to think of, and much more to be- 


old, ſuch vam people in ſo poor a coun- 
try.— This Lady forfooth, muſt have ſuch 
a fine drefs for ſabbath, being .her whole 
weeks work; and ſuch a Gentleman muſt 
have ſuch a fine ſuit, and of ſuch and ſuch 


fine cloth. She goes to the church, and 
Le goes to the church; but on what pre- 


tence? is it not to ſhow their fine gar- 


ments, and to look like ſpectators through 
the church? who is their like them? and 


what ſort of dreſs ſhe or he has on? if it 
be ſupertor to mine, (think they in them- 
ſelves) my next week's employment ſhall 
be in making up ſuch a new dreſs : and 


_ inſtead of attending to what the miniſter 


lays, they gaze about them, looking for 
thoſe who may be beſt dreſſed; and if any 


be found more faſhionable than them, as 


ſoon as the congregation diſmiſſes, he or 
they are ſought for, and then all the idle 


converſation turns upon the price of ſuch | 


fur- 


* o 


Tt 3g 0 
furniture, and trimming, as the garments . 
need; and the repetition” of the bufinets 
of the whole week treated on, which is far 
from being a fit converſation, for the re- 
maining part of a ſabbath, which ought 
to be kept holy; burginfleed I am ſorry to 
ſay, that it is the day Which all public 
affairs are ſpoke of; and the only reaſon 
they go to the church for, is merely to ſee 
and be feen. | 

I wiſh that theſe faſhionable idolatars 
may reform, and conſider their latter end; 
for at preſent, they are going on by de- 
ceiving themſelves and endangering their 
precious ſouls, infinitely more valuable, 
than all the fancied riches and faſhions of 
this world, which ſoon fade away. 
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"HE. chief town in Orkney, is Kirk- 


f all; an ancient Borough with ample 
privileges; governed by a provoſt, four 
+ bailies, dean of guild, a treaſurer, and 


council of fifteen burgeſſes. It ſtands a- 
long an arm of the ſea, near the middle 
of Pomona, the largeſt ifland, and conſiſts 


of one ſtreet, three quarters of a mile long, 


in which there are about three hundred 
families. The houſes are built of ſtone, 
ſome of them are tolerably handſome, both 
within and without, and for the moſt part 
have a ſmall kitchen-garden behind. A 
brook croſſes the ſtreet towards the north 
end, over which there is a bridge, of one 


arch, with a parapet wall at each fide. 


In the middle of the town, ſtands the 


church of S. Magnus, a beautiful, and mag- 


nificient cathedral, in which divine ſervice 
is performed. It is of gothick ſtructure, 


built with arches above arches, which are 


ſupported by twenty-eight ſtately pillars, 
in two rows, each pillar fifteen feet circum- 
ference, It is in length, two hundred and 

; twenty» 


\ 


(91) 


twenty: ſix feet; in breadth, thirty-ſix feet, 


in heighth from the floor to the top of the 


ſteeple, one hundred. and thirty-three feet. 
The heighth to the main roof, is ſeventy- 
one feet: the eaſt window in the place of 
worſhip, is twelve feet broad, and thirty- 


ſix feet high. The ſteeple is ſupported by | 


four pillars (beſides the above twenty-eight) 


of excellent workmanſhip; each twenty- 
four feet circumference. There is a chimg. 


of three large bells. There are twenty- 
eight windows open ; and feventy-two ſhut, 
Rognoald, Count of Orkney, firſt built this 
cathedral, in the year 1138, and it was 
afterWards enlarged. | 7. On 
On the weſt ſide of the church, are the 
ruins of a ſtrong caſtle, built in the y 


1379, by Henry Lord Sinclair, the firſt 


Count of Orkney, of that name. On the 


ſouth fide; there is a ſtately round tour; 
which, with an addition to St. Magnus, 
and ſome other buildings, intended for a 


college, was built by Biſhop Robert Reid; 
who, in the days of Mary Queen of Scotland, 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf with great applauſe, 


in ſeveral embaſſies. Here are alſo the 


walls of an handſome palace, belonging 
to the biſhops of Orkney. Soon after the 
death of Biſhop M *Kenzie, prelacy oy 
aboliſhed in Scotland, this palace was ſuf- 

fered to fall to decay. : 
In this town, the Sheriff and Commif- 
fary hold their courts; and the Miniſters 
cheir annual ſynod. There are alſo acuſtom- 
houſe 
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in the management of public affairs, and 
labour under a lamentable variety of 
grievances, notoriouſly occalioned -by the 
undue influence of a majority of the pre- 


houſe and poſtocher ſettled Hare: hs 
inhabitants are moſtly tradeſmen; Who ate 
vnjuſtly. deprived from having any ſhare 


„ 


— 


ene nobility of Orkney; which is a de- 
ſlavery, that ought not to be im- 
poſed u pon. wy community F, Freebors 
ae | PU pes. 
There is 2 very fine Berbel ki ip. | 
ping; but it is not much reſorted to by MW 
veſſels, as. it lyes at an inconvenient diſtance 
rag "_ general cours. in 1 . 


« , 
4 
| fo 
3.4 
A * . 
85 i: 
4 
9 - tei 
45 
- »*% 
: 6 th 
* '% 
| * 111 
5 | M 
8 x ta 
1 f 
F thi 
5 | 
3 th 
C ; _ 4 | 
| : 4 - g Li 
2 5 a | 
£ 
2 2 y . 9 * K 1 th 
— 19 7 
* m 
. h fs 
1 Ne 
L « + * E © U 
* 4 - SF be 
* *, oy 
- 


| nels and Sou were Lifted. 


ft - < . . — 5 s l as © 
: , . * 
— 


929 14 
Fr 


— > j "> 
N * * 1 8 " 
ST &" : a 
bo b 15] * 2 * 
—— - A, | TE 
" * . _ * -. - 8 * 2 
N . | 7 ieren ine 
. e 
s ” my 5 s s 4 
eee "6x 1 
a T " & 
19 N Oz 7 A . * 


a 
# 4 99 * - _ 


0RKNEY AFFAIRS. 


4 1. 468, Or 
111. by Chriſtian the I. of 5 fot 

1 te florins of the Rhine, 
argaret's patrimony. 
In 1471, 2 

to the crown of Scotland, in perpe tuum. 


From that, time until 1530, Tbeſe 


iſlands governed by Menus oh „ Or lord liews 
fenants. - 

In'1530, James the V. crjiflnding 
the annexarion in 1471, granted the 


| iſlands to his natural brother James Earl of 
Moray, and his heirs-male. The inhabi+ 


tants took umbarge that an over-lo 


ſhould be interpoſed betwixt them aud 
the Sopyereign, foſe in arms and defeated 
Lord Sinclair (Baron of Roſlin) and the 
. Earl of Caithneſs, who had been ſent n 
them. Sir James Sinclair of Sanday, 


manded the Tſfanders.” The hn 0 Cath 
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CE Wag Gs i to. James the 
daughter ; 
kney and Shetland: ainexed | 
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In 1340, Orkney and Shetland, once 
more annexed to the croum, and Sinclair 
of Sanday was reſtored to the King's fa- 
vour. U ee 5 Was 

In 1565, Queen Mary granted the 
iſlands 5 broth Lord Nobert 
Steuart, and his heirs-male, reverſion to 


* 


. . 

In 1567, 4 new grant was made in fa 
vour of James Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell, 
then created Duke of Orkney; but by his 
forfeiture they again reverted to the crown. 
In 181 Lord Robert Stenart, got a re- 
newal of his former grant from King Jatnes 
the Sixth, with the titles of Earl of Ork. 

ey, . bec, _ They again reverted, to the 
_ crown, the Earl having been convicted of 
'a&s of oppreſſion, extortion. and rebellion. 
In 1587, James the Sixth, when major, 
granted them next to Sir John Maitland, 


dk Thirlſtane, chancellor, and Sit Lodo- 


vich Ballantyne, of Auchnoul, Lord Juſ- 
rice Clerk, jointly, but they ſoon reſigned 
their right into the hands of the crown, 
and James the Sixth, once more granted 
tbem in favour of his natural uncle, 
Robert Earl of Orkney, and his heirs- 
| HO, he was ſucceeded by his ſon Patrick, 
r „ 


In 1612, Patrick having committed 
many enormities, his grant was reſumed, 


and theſe iſlands again annexed to the 
dberown, and officers at arms appointed to 


* 


the crown. — This grant was of ſhort dura - 


pro- 


That no man be interpeſed between his 


Nw are Korn is —_— to SY 


© 9k 


proclaim the ſane at Kitkwall, _ other 


o places in theſe iſlands, and the 


Biſhop was appointed governor. Feuers 


of crown lands from Eacls Robert and Pa- 


trick, their rights became extinct and 


null by the forfeiture, unleſs | confirmed 


by the crown; it was not until 1690, 


Gr. 33+ ras the right of vaſſals my 
ved. N 

In a gt. 2. grant bf the revenues of 
Orkney was made to Sir James Steuart, 
of Killyth, afterwards Lord Ochiltree, in 
quality of farmer-general, which was ſoon 
after recalled, on account of exceſles com- 


mitted- And 


In 1624, 2 new leaſe of the revenues 


8 to another needy: courtier, Sir 


rge Hay, of Kinfaws, with the heri- 
table office of ſteward over theſe iſlands. 
This was equally abuſed as former grants, 


and was ſurrendered to the cron in 1627. 


And 
In 1633, the ;okebirics of cheſe iſlands 
petitioned the parliament of Scotland, 


majeſty and them, to moleſt them; and 
that they remain his majeſty's immediate 
vaſſals, aud then the iſlands were annexed 


of new to the Crown, and all former an- F 
ations ratified. : 


In 1643 William Earl of Moran had 
2 procure from Fg yon 8 
I. a en. grant of theſe iſlands for 
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Getcios 1 by Biſhop Gs Srs, 
tarvel, and other en and by Lord 
Haddington in his collections, and in the ö 


wen regiſter of 1667, and 1673. 
In 1662, the above grant was e 
by the general revocation of Charles the II. 


and a new morgage of the ſame kind was 


obtained by George Viſcount Grandiſon, 


as a truſtee for the family of Morton. 
All former acts with reſpeft to theſe iſ- 
lands in favour of the Earl Hey Morton, were 


reſcinded;in regard the late king was neither 
preſent, nor his comimiſſioners in any of 


| the unlawful aſſemblies in an thine ps 
vVere paſt. And from 


The year 1662 to 1669, A | 
Douglas of Spynie, factor, appointed by 


Lord Grandiſon, colle&ed the rents for be- 


hof of the family of Morton, and in that 
period udallers and poſſeſſors af crown- 


lands were PF on 70. take charters 
from him. +; 

In 1669, Lords 9 Wi Gieadi- 

| fon? $ Par was reduced before the Lords 

of Seſſion, and theſe iſlands again annexed 

to the crown, and by ſaid Lords, the office 


of Sheriff was ſuppreſſed, nde. office of 


Steward erected. (xs; i 


intromiſſions with the rents of Orkney, a- 
mounting to 20, oool. ſterling, and the re- 
maining 6000l. ſecured for the uſe of his 
N ug got TOY Fefe e 
ma- 
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In 1669 Earl Morton was com pted with 
nl diſcharged. of a balance due by Rim e his 


maiaing capisal irſelf, by” Ax yeadr pays | 15 
ments our of the rents of Orkney and Shet- 
land, at theirate of 1096. per pur, bor. | 


| by cd; it in a dont ere 39 9 


tw Eh the then miniſtry, rg: 
in à bill to eee for obtaining 


charge a 


d Gi 


of che whole ſurplus rents for W . al la 


land, yield no lefs than 27 53h. Renting 55 
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of the above balance of hol. he nt of - 
received: lete datisfpQion of that ge 


alſo obtained from Queen Anne, 4 grant 


of the ſaid ſix years, amounting to 
ven ot eight thouſand Pounds: wr | 
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CCC 
Orkas and Shetland, were let out toa q, © ©. 
farmers one after another. Bat... | 
"Jn tho Jeannjens James, Earl: of Mor- 
ton, had the intereſt :o procure à new | By . | 
gtant of theſe iflands, im form of a mort. 
gage under redemption, for the old ſum | 


of 30,0060]. ſterling, he paying yearly a 


few duty of 500l.- ſterling. 1 
The crown rents .of Sher. | 45 4 


1 a ſum which not N | 1:5 
the intereſt of the ſu poſed de N 1 
ſterling, but ſo mucl of the capital, azo 


„James, Earl of Mo 


4 
right of - reverſion, of We 
rarited'ro hit unge, in che year 


ich was carried chrouph 2 
itious; ſuppolition,” chat 


rentt were not able ta pay the intereſt of 
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3 not only to pay the i 8 ; 
et, bur” wore principal - dun, more” than 
Joke * 2%; the Rerl-obtaingd mo leſs en 
471. — cus the price of the herita- 
We riſdictions of Orkney and Shetland. 

In * James, Earl of Morton, ſold 

| Ju ande Shetland to Sit Lawrence 
Dundas, Baronet, of Carſo. * 38 45 

| Ta 11945 4, Sir Lawrence pu an ac- 

b diom of dectaral, or in 2 of es, 

55 requiring the landholders in Orkney and 

«Shetland, to take charters from kim, 
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r Orkney, apgmented the Liſpund Bi 
F/T: 25 ich. forme 10 was ty 


was 121b.to 70 26d bi 
» Earl Patrick, Augmented the Lifpund 
oi m lb. 8 
From the year abe, ot 1624, to the 
5 1700, che Liſpund was brought 4 
om 181þ.. ta 161b. but about the. 

"1700, they returned to 1 8lb. again, 3 

1 nag ſo till che be 172. 
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Jo put fair liberty to flight; N aft. gh 
That they themſelves. may rule the „ 3 ro 
And dommneer throughout the coaſt, 9 I I Then 
' Purſue their. ſmuggling unmoleſted, We ff Tell n 
With full uſurping-power inveſted. 4 afk ye 
Thanks to elections, oft repeated, « Dea! 
And thanks to members thereby font ; 25 To tak 

Choice members l who have ears and eyes, | 1 Let al 

| Yet lee not ills, or beat our cries: RE IA BE To Bri 

No matter, ſo dheir favourite troop, Whoſe 

But manage nice to keep it up. Is buil 

Such management we daily ſee, #7 bred SubzeC 
Puſh'd on 5 rare nobility; | | 0 To ble 
Who oft, with impudence and wine, 1 
Declare aloud their baſe deſign; And fr 
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Mill, - . 
„Well act and govern as we will Ka, 
oh Deprive the trades of tormer rights,” de 
«© And be as noble as our Knights; . 


« We've thouſands gain'd by anter large; ; 

«© Of pawer, we'll take our ample fill, 
« Be mieatures thought or good or III.“ — 855 
Thus do the looſe banditti boaſtt 
And thus they overule the an;: 25 Pb 
Puffing, drinking, domineering, 


Nor the peoples vengeance fearing ; 794 


Each ſeems a demi-pagan God, Ar * 
Waving high his iron rod: e 43 
 Freeholders and good freemen. fly, „ 
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Unleſs KAR act the helliſh part, 
And. be corrupted 46.the-heart;-- - 
Swallow down oaths, and join the thiefs, 
Jon gleaning what each deſport leaves; 

ike them, low dan. into play, 
Then grind the poor, from day to day. 
Tell me, you rich, you high, 5 eee 
laſt ye te theſe things not o 

Dear friends of Orkney? Join me "now," 
To take a retroſpective view. 
Let all our grievances be known, n 
To Britiſh ſenates, and the throne; 
Whoſe glory, all the world may ſee, 
Is built on ſocial liberty ; | 
Subjects, and magiltratesconjoin'd, — 4 
To bleſs with peace all human kind; 
To give to /oftal compadts due, 
And friendly intercourſe renew ; 
Immunities, and tights 1 | 
Throughout the country. and the court. 
All firm in foundamental laws, > | 


With Lords'and Commons truſt Your cauſe, 


At leaſt with ſober efforts try, | 
And on their wiſdom ſafe rely; 5 * 
For Orkneymen, may ſurely claim 
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EVENTEEN. Hundred Amp Two 1 
Full well we may remember thou, 70 

Unlucky year, to honeſt men, 'Y 

"Pas Bribery roſe triumphant then; 

- Patronie, and his plaf ic elves, - 

To ſerve the Devi {nod themſelves; 

Spread curſed mammon round our Wiley © 

Which won too many converts oer; 

Made handieraftſmen change their file, | 

Jo be thought gentlemen awhile; | 

To crawl from dunghills up to places, 7 

To ſhew their conſcience, and their faces!“ 

Come, upright Satyr, lend a lift, 

And give ſuch knaves their new-year's gift; 

Hubeir characters, diſtindiy draw, 

bt Nor heed their Tucre, nor their jaar; 
Bring, if thou canſt Bird This here, 
To cleanſe thoſe wretches in the rear 
Teach them to ſquirt their filth away, 
"OM 9 ſeruta ning ban. e 
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And rubrick Hands in ron books ;. » 4, 
Which, leſt thettuth he ſhould diſcover, . 
Where {lily bid, 


Fach voting trade . I he pelf was ſeen 


The parchment, Barens, heels, and toes, 


In old, and new, his work was heat, 


He kept Phironza's, orders faſt, 
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With canny R k at! their Read! nt 
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en no Sir Knights, tho! an adult | 4 
Can fave their 65 their Kull! % | 1 
In vein their winkings, and ene, 4g -.- 
y its own neck, each herring ——— ESR 
rie's Elections damn d in 8 1 #3 
| When perjur'd raſcals go r 
Provifid formoſt Wy he; tribe, 65: i. MY 
Receiv' d fixe hundred pounds, to ether, + 6:4 


Lodg'd in the bent at Aberdeen. 4 
"From hene the muſhroom gentry role, i 


Provoſto, nicec ould. rand the ele, 1 % 
He'd awls and ends for every ſole: 855 


He Coax d, and made his ends to meet. 


Yet ſometimes went beyond the ut 


To fell all Or bney, for a ſhilli Anne 45 e 
council g 
He lets is back againk the wall z 
Then frowning, thews 4 four grim r, 
Pretending ſirſt to weigh the caſe 
With highbrim'd hat, or raddiſh. dene. 

He pigtes of this or that, a ce%jẽʒ 

You ſee bailies and town copneil mads 
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The public funds, he us dat pleaſöre, 5 

The Nane von mar count at leaſufſfee. 
The bailies, he had ruck quite mute, 

Their votes were found not worth e 3 

Aye, and ho, is All you get. 
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Such bölly language from him came, 
As J fore afſes bray for ſhame; - 
Vet oft-he:fpeaks with Tuch a * N 7 
As ſets all round him im a laughter; | 

People who go to bear a cauſe, - 
Are oftimes like to ſplit their jaws. | 
: But common ſenſe preceives his drifts, 
So let him have his new-year's gift. - 
We muſt not look regardtels o'er, © 
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'The famous Bailies, number four. 
Wi. hear the fr /,"1n ſpeeches” middle, e 
| At fornication; fret and fiddle; © 
A s if he-thought; by talk and rakeing,, —- 
To ſtopth' old tiade of baſket-making? N 
»  Bailic /econd, fits in his houle, © 
| For the liver, he would ſkin the louſe ;  _ 
- -Secur'd, by tripple bolted gate,  * 
Hle counts his bags, and puffs in ſlate; , 
Baailie the #h:r9, runs oft with news, 
Neglecting bobbins, hanks, and clues; _ 
With-tittles tattles fills his wallet, 
J 0 pleaie Provoſſo's curious palate. 
Hailie the fourth, his point is clear, 
He muſt be provoſt the next year; 
The peer, infeebled, ſackleſs brother, 
' May ſerve juſt to ſucceed another. 
Now did a Traile appear a man, 
] might do for him all I can; 
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4 From puffing could he clear bis throat, | 


Perhaps he might ſecure my yote.— 
Theſe Bailies, we'll no further fift, | 
Ee en let them have their new-year's gift. 
Come, take a ſneeze, and if you're will'd, 
We'll mention here a Dean of Guild; © 
The other day, he took a quem 
Parchment Baron, Oh poor mann 
Fet poor fellow, it is a ſhame, 
He was ty'd for life, to a rindle ſtone ; 50 | 
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Poor man, RV. his poſt was FM 
He was no more 5 e 
That he's advanc' d, I dey him joy, 
Fer he has made fobtoll 1 
To poor /oblolly, let us 1 be ha 
A treaſurer, who keeps the coin; +, 
Of whom to fay, I ſhould be loth,. 
That e'er he gaug'd his ſervants broth ? - 
on that the wife, or heirs of Grant, 
his peeviſh-fau}, are like to want? 
12 * he does not love to feel 
The effects of gunpowder, flint or ſteel 5 
He ſeems refoly'd to hold the bullion, - 
That he may never be a feullion.; | 
E'en leave him to his meaneſt ſhift, N 
But let him ate out new-year's gift, 
el Before I go further with my plan, 
: ] ſhall mention every man 
Who in the council! has a vote, 
and now begin at Doctor G- tt. 
He is a doctor, by profeſhon, _ 
As able a One as in our nation; +» 
And he hath often ſhewn preat ſkill, * 
Whenever he'got—a purſe at Win! 2 
The next, in trotkh's a merry ſoul, 
Enjoyshis j oke, his friend and bowl; 
Altho* no Bailie—he' 's no worle, _ - 
The proudeſt &'en may kiſs his a—e. 
Councellor Three's 'a very beau, 
And I believe moſt fops are ſo; 
With ſome fuch folks, when ſcant of pencs, | 
Fine drefs i ſhewn, in place of ſenſe. 3 
A pritty fellow is the fourth, Wo 
| And well has prov'd his'manly. worth ; | 
„I Had it not been for Riddock Gumtie, '- - 
I He had been member for the coutity.. 
The Fifth in order, ſvnietimes: 1 25 af 
He thought the counci]/ were all mad? 
8 frequent! Sf they've ſhewna.lample, - 
On NS! an mort while they MIT | 
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ſon, 
Whom all ſhould Arte to 1 diſgrace of 5” 
They hase fob d our eguntty of its vitals,  ” 
And leſt us nougbt bit 79 55 A 
I wiſh it were that mrmber Seven, © 
Was on the path! which: leads to besten? 
But like ſome other clerks long, ſince, ww: Fe 
He fingers ſhillings, pounds and pence.” 4 | 
Next comes a Header by profethon, * S OP 
| Yet acts ſometimes in other Nation ; 1 
And now the weaving trade is oer, 0 N 
He ſeems in ſavour with Ges, ge Meer. . 
William Watt, bur ninth wiſe man, | 
Was always rul'd by his on plan; © 
And when he did to council . wy 
He nothing ſaid, but aye or no. 1 
Peter, is Tenth, I ſhould be ſorry, |. 
Of him to publiſh any. ſtory; - . ©. 28 0 1 6 £, 
| ſhall: let him be, r 
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A littſe while vat fe. 
The next in number, oft has faid, AA; Be 
He will deſtrov illicit ttadegd 


3 preſent that's the caſe you ſee, . 
7 here S110 brandy, rum, nor "gin nor tea! 
In winter weather, froſt nor ſnow, 
One will need a dram you know ?- Bom 
And if the traffic is ſuppreſt . 
Where- will zbi/ity find reſt? Saen 
Who reap ſuch profits in that fins; ALLIS 
I'm ſure the ſecret is not mine. 

We'll cloſe the council with a beau. Mp4 th 

| Whoſe baldered head's as white as no,; 
We'll make him driver of the N <4 | 
And-equal thare the new-year's gift. 
' Some years ago, ye lid had he him, 
And tor a Eindland bear had Wen Din: ; 
But worſt of all (hear Nanny's curſe/j 75 
OY "Res ot Py 1 father” s purſe] | WAY | 
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The" void of grace, as be is b 
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That ſtrangers may nob want for beareps, * 
We'll next hang out Sur We deacons.!' 
Firſt then, mind Afurray, Alias mee 


fle Wich Prove/te cracks a 


For he well knew his honoured es 


And frequent. us'd 10" rann bis feather. © 


Next man, is ſurely ard by fato, 


] mean, our" deacon Harry Taite; _ 


An arrant.thief, «as © gr was Fon, 


He cunning tob'd the Tyler's box; | 


And fully for to make ends, 
He gave his vote agaihſt his friends; 
Not minding any trade or faction, 
ie acts the rogue in every action. 

The third in eure, may be right 
But has ſmall ſkill in deacon trade; 
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Aad fo they're ſure to gain his vote. 
Deacon = fourth; has ferv'd but 


Tt he votes wrong we will have {port ; 


He bad beſt be ſteady to the trade, | 
Nor he by the old Novice led. 2 
| our noble deacons are, 
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Demanded account af the town 's treaſure... ; 
By which he incurred high 

I )he rulers ſent; e Way 
As if he had committed theft: 2 = PH 
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Opprefinga!ltbe people, _ ot ill, 
Our town is goverivd by this body, 
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And yet twas ſwore by 8 e, 3 

Of box, or caſh, they Hover: Khew; #7 

Indeed  Proveflo kept accdunt, 

But ne'er told them the tantamount; 

Yet they could ſee with both their eyes, 

Where both the box and treaſure lies? 

No governors ſhould hold uct truſt, 


Valeſs determin'd to be juſt; 


Cloſe to keep, by fixed Jaws, 

And hold for good oon w eus Dre 
Treaſurer and councellors ! if ye have teak, 

Demand the Ber- demand the gence: 

Or by and by, I'll make ye find, | 

Wa lady = All in the ren combin'd! 

Tho“ not hen to touch the amount, | 


2 account ; . 
Th what authority ie 
he publie 5 6 9 the gold WL | 
Sure no community, of ſenſe or {kill, 
Would: give ſuch raſcals all their willy. 
Forbear to pay your ceſs, and toll, 
Or, by the Gods, they?l] pocket all; 
And To you mult lug out again, | 97 77 
Befool'd, by. brutes, by knaves—not men! | 
Such the varus diſaffect iona. 
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R UN Day our ; Orkney ne 1, 
A love of liberty extends its miles 
Each hardy Native, emulouily bold. 
Our 3 rights, ber. honeſt means wou's 
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By honeſt means, entity privilege denden 

Not yield ſupine to robbery and wrong; 

But petty tyrants, ſprung in darkſome hour, — 
 Vhurpin riſe, to'grind th'oppreſſed poor; 
„our peace an 

e ul our ſocial confidence defroy. | 
= baſe nobility, allume the lead, 

W hilſt fra ; and ſelfiſhneſs their wiſchinh 


ſpread. 
It ſeems not 10 in happy Englond' fire, | 
Whoſe true nobility are truly g 
prudent rulers, inclination Dow: 


Their wiſe manæuvres bring the joys of peace, 7 
Encourage ſcienee and make arts encreaſe ; 
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5 5 en e, warm in patriotic '2eal, 8 
5 _ one contributes to the public weal 

Fo laws, their ſeveral rights — 
wit e ture. of joſtice in a virtuous reign. - 
hold their Ang! thtough all the- world 
\, renown'd,  \ty 4 7 {crown'd, 
By innate ' goodneſs, more "chin brilliants 
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His auguſt con <2, equ one" incl 
Devoutly honour'd ine Britin Pat) - 

_ _ Domeſtic happineſs they ES utual prove, | 

A ſhining offspring grace their nupnal love; 

Go 2 each . court, _ regal ſtate 8 
iind no fahhily mort princely great, © * 

; rom Þrivats worth, if wo advance to fame | 

| Before, and fince-the conquering Co/er game, 
England's high character itands ful confoſty,. 

Wherever arts and ſcience are careſt; 

Her glorious feats; even Rome itſelf ada,” R 

For 8 abs globe, Rome's cagle.D never eu: 

But Engliſh mariners, with-dauntle(s: ſoul, 
Have plough'd the waves wh et eee heli: 

Have N their country's and honours 
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Such gl 15 liberty, if Eng la e 
Shall Sees equitable claims be, loft, 
Pull equal Srivilegs the union. gv, ad, 5 We: 
And equal privilege ſne ought tochave. - 
No braver warriors in the field havg deen 45 

No braver men, in conquering navies i 8 
This, the great Chatham openly dechr d, 

And What great Chatham ſppke,, muſt he rever'd! 
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your vaſt dominions explore; 12 
You'll find no ſuhjects have ni: ron ful 
A firm eſtabliſh'd loyalty hath prod. 


How much your king and laws by Scots are 
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Our Empires now we ſeldom various call, 
For one Great Britain comprehends them all. 
Adjudg'd, and judging, by impartial laws, 


The tame our  monarch,: and the commom 


With patriot zeal, let Scots and Engliſh join; 
To keep Great Britain in her glorious line; 
Her wealth, and fame, by honeſt means en- 
Alike on fealty, n 
Ike our „ in war and peace; 
That all the univerſe eee e. ſee, 
Britannia's ſons ate happy as they re free. 
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Heſpotic meaſures, Which con fuſion bring, 
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Injurious to their country, and their king.. - 
22 government theſs few-difpoles' 
Rej ing all who are not virtue's foes 3 - + 
The famiſh'd multitudes. myſt bear the yoke, 
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Whilſt hey, with ſuperlluities, are fit to .choals | 


Tho' famine ſhould our lockleſs iſles in vade, 
They'll {till purfue their vile exporting- trade 


Wich loads of grain ſend. out their ſloops o 
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And bring the-curſt yernicious /igvors home; 
Defraud the revenue, not care. a pin. 
Whoever lofe, ſo they themſelves hut win: 
Over all, their pride or avarice controuls,, 
They poiſon bodies, as they , poiſon ſouls. - 
Fheſe ſtriking truths, ſuperiors ought to know, 
For in Great Britain things ſhould not be ſo. 
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